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At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of BosToN, duly qualified and 
legally warned, in public Town-Meeting  aſſem- 
bled at Faneuil-Hall on Thurſday the 22d Day.of 
March, 1770. e I's 


"FO TEN „ 
HAT the Hon. James Bowdoin, Eſq; Doctor 
Jaſeph Warren, and Samuel Pemberton, Eſq; a 

AA Committee appointed on the 12th Inſtant, to 
make Repreſentation of the late horrid Maſlacre in Boſ- 
ton by the Soldiery, be deſired to tranſmit, by the Packet, 
to Doctor Lucas, a patriotic Member of the Houſe of 
Commons in Ireland, a printed copy of ſuch Repreſen- 
tation. | | Te „ 
| Atteſt. WiLLIiaM Coor ER, Town Clerk. 


To Doctor C. LUCAS, 5 
Member of the Houſe of Commons in IRELAND. 


vg Bos rON, Neu-England, March 23d, 1770. 

8IX, | | oe \ 
1 F is in Conſequence of an Appointment of the Town 
| of Boſton, that we have the Honor of writing to you, 

and of communicating the incloſed Narrative relative to 
the Maſſacre in this Town on the 5th Inſtant. 
After that exectable Deed, perpetrated by Soldiers of 
the 29th Regiment, the Town thought it highly expe- 
dient, that a full and juſt Repreſentation of it ſhould be 
made to Perſons of Character as ſoon as may be, in order 
to fruſtrate the Deſigns of certain Men, who, as they 
have heretofore'been plotting the Ruin of our Conftitu- 
tion and Liberties, by their Letters, Memorials, and 
Repreſentations; are now faid to have procured Depoſi- 
tions in a private Manner, relative to the ſaid Maſſacre, 
to bring an Odium upon the Town as the Aggreſſors in 
that Affair. But we humbly apprehend that, after ex- 


. 1 
amining the ſaid Narrative, and the Depoſitions annexed 
to it, you will be fully ſatisfied of the Falſehood of ſuch 


a Suggeſtion: And we take upon ourſelves to declare, 


upon our Honor and Conſciences, that having examined 


critically into the Matter, there does not appear the leaſt 
Ground for it, : | ons 
The Depoſitions referred to (if any ſuch there be) were 
taken without notifying the ſelect Men of the Town, or 
any other Perſons whatever, to be preſent at the Caption, 
in Behalf of the Town ; which, as it has been a Thin 
juſtly complained of heretofore in ſome other Caſes, ſo 
the Fern now renew their Complaints on the ſame head 
and humbly preſume ſuch Depoſitions will have no Weight 
till the Town has been ſerved with Copies of them, and 
an Opportunity given them to be heard in their Defence 


of this Matter, and in any other, wherein their Cha- - 


racter is drawn into Queſtion with a view of paſling a a 
Cenſure upon it. „„ fn 
A different Conduct was obſerved on the Part of the 
Town: The Juſtices, with a Committee to aſſiſt them, 
made their Examinations publicly ; moſt of them at Fa- 
neuil-Hall, and the Reſt where any Perſons might attend, 
Notifications were ſent to the Cuſtom-houſe, where the 
| Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms ſit, that they, or any Per- 
ſons in their behalf, might be preſent at the Captions ; 
and accordingly Mr. Sheaffe, the Deputy-Colle&or, and 
Mr. Green, * of the Cuſtom-houſe under the Com- 
miſſioners, and employed by them, were preſent at many 
of them. | e 
One of the ſaid Commiſſioners, Mr. Robinſon, in a 
ſecret Manner, has embarked on board Captain * 
and ſailed for London the 16th Inſtant, which, with three 
of the other Commiſſioners retiring from the Town, and 
not having held a Board for ſome Time fince the 5th 
Inſtant, gives Reaſon to apprehend they have planned, 
and are executing, a Scheme of Miſrepreſentation, to in- 
duce Adminiſtration to think, that their Perſons are not 
in Safety in this Town in the Abſence of Troops. But 
their Safety is no way dependent on Troops, for you are 
ſenſible, Sir 2 that if any evil had eyer. been intended 
them, Troops could not haye preyented it. 
It was ſo apparently incompatible with the Safety of the 
Town for the Troops to continue any longer in it, that 
his Majeſty's Council were unanimous in their Advice to 
the Lieutenant-Goyernor, that they ſhould be removed to 
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the Barracks at Caſtle Iſland. And it is the humble and 
fervent Prayer of the Town, and the Province in general, 
that his Majeſty will graciouſly be pleaſed, in his great 
Wiſdom = Goodneſs, to order the ſaid Troops out of 
the Province; and that his dutiful and loyal Subjects of 
this Town and Province — dutiful and loyal, notwith- 
ſtanding any Repreſentations to the con — may not 
again be diſtreſſed and deſtroyed by Troops ; for prevent- 
ing which, we beg Leave, in Behalf of the Town, to 
requeſt moſt earneſtly the Favour of your Interpoſition 
and Influence.- We have the Honor to be, with the 


* 


moſt perfect Regard, 
:F © 


Vour moſt obedient, 
And very humble Servants, 
James BowDorn, 
S. PEMBERTON, _ 
Jos RPR WARREN, 


& 8 


Bos rox, ff. At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other In- 
. habitants of the Town of Boſton, duly. qualified and 
legally warned, in 15 Town-Meeting aſſembled at 
Faneuil- Hall, on Monday the 12th Day of March, 

CNT CES: 


TH AT Article in the Warrant for calling this Meet- 
| ing, viz. ** What Steps may be further neceſſary 
4 for obtaining a particular Account of all 2 
<< relative to the Maſſacre in K:ng-ftrzet on Monday Night 
c laſt, that a full and juſt Repreſentation may be made 


% 


e thereof,” was read, whereupon, 


That the Honourable James Bowdoin, Eſq; Doctor 
Foſeph Warren, and Samue Pemberton, Eſq; be a Com- 
mittee for this important Buſineſs ; and they are defired 
to report as ſoon as may be. 


Atteſt WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk, 


T HE following Report, containing a Narrative of the 

: late Maflacre, is ſubmitted to the Town. 

In the Name of the Committee, 
| | James Bowpoin, 


At the Ton- Meeting held en the 19th of March, 1770, 
by Adjournment. 

. HE aforementioned Report was read and conſidered, 
__ .® whereupon Voted Unanimouſly, That the ſame be ac- 
cepted, and that it be immediately printed; and the Com- 
mittee are deſired to tranſmit Copies thereof as ſoon as poſ- 
fible to the following Gentlemen, viz. The Right Hon. 
wa Barre, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 
Privy Council; Thomas Poꝛunal, Eſq; late Governor of 
the Maſſachuſets; Villiam Bollan, Eta; Agent for his 
Majeſty's Council; Dennys De Berdt, Eſq; Agent for the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives; Benjamin Franklin, Eſq; L. L. D. 
and Barlow Trecothict, Eſq; a 9 of Parliament for 

the City of London. - OT 


Atteſt, Wir LIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk. 
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N 
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A ſhort 


Abort Norrative [of [the horrid Maſſacre in Boſton, / 
perpetrated{ in the' Evening of the Fifth Day of | 
March, 1770, by Soldiers of the XXIXth Regi- 
ment] whichy with| the RIVth Regimentz| were 
then quartered there.) With ſome|Obſervations| on 

15 rbe State of Things| prior to that Cataſtrophe. ' _ 


JT may be a proper introduction to this narrative, 
briefly to repreſent the ſtate of things for ſome time 
previous to the ſaid maſſacre: And this ſeems neceſ- 
ſary in order to the forming a juſt idea of the cauſes 
At the end of the late war, in which this Province bore 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a part, a happy union ſubſiſted between 
Great-Britain and the Colonies. This was unfortunately 
interrupted by the Stamp-Act, but it was in ſome meaſure 
reſtored by the Repeal of it. It was again interrupted by 
other Acts of | parliament for taxing America; and by the 
appointment of a Board of Commiſſioners, in purſuance 
of an act, which, by the face of it, was made for the 
relief and encouragement of commerce, but which, in its 
operation, it was apprehended, would have, and it has in 
fact had, a contrary effect. By the ſaid act the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners were to be reſident in ſome convenient part 
of his ws as dominions in America”,— This muſt be if! 
underſtood to be in ſome part convenient for the whole F 
But it does not appear, that in fixing the place of their 
reſidence, the convenience of the whole was at all con- 
ſulted ; for Boſton being very far from the center of the * 
colonies, could not be the place moſt convenient for the 
whole. Judging by the act, it may ſeem this town was 
intended to be favoured, by the Commiſſioners being ap- 
pointed to reſide here; and that the conſequence of that 
reſidence, would be the relief and encouragement of com- 
merce; bur the reverſe has been the conſtant and uniform 
effect of it; So that the commerce of the town, from the 
embaraſſments in which it has been lately involved, is 
greatly reduced. For the particulars on this head, ſee the 
ate of the trade not long ſince drawn up and tranſmitted 
to England by a committee of the merchants of Boſton. _ 
The reſidence of the Commiſſioners here, has been 
detrimental not only to the commerce, but to the political 
| Intereſts of the town and province; and not only ſo, but 
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we can trace from it the cauſes of the late horrid maſſacre. 
Soon after their arrival here in November, 1769, inſtead 
of confining themſelves to the proper buſineſs of their of- 
fice, they became partiſans of Governor Bernard in his 
political ſchemes; and had the weakneſs and temerity to 
infringe upon one of the moſt eſſential rights of the houſe 
of commons of this province—that of giving their votes 
with freedom, and not being accountable there-for but to 


their conſtituents, One of the members of that houſe, 


Capt. Timothy Folgier, having voted in ſome affair con- 
trary to the mind of the ſaid Commiſſioners, was for ſo 
* diſmiſſed from the office he held under hem. 
Theſe proceedings of theirs, the difficulty of acceſs to 
them on office-buſineſs, and a ſupercilious behaviour, ren- - 
dered them diſguſtful to people in general, who in conſe- 
quence thereof treated them with negle&. This proba- 
bly ſtimulated them to reſent it: and to make their re- 
ſentment felt, they and their coadjutor Governor Bernard, 
made ſuch. * to his Majeſty's miniſters as 
they thought beſt calculated to bring the diſpleaſure of 
the nation upon the town and province: and in order that 
thoſe repreſentations might have the more weight, they 
are ſaid to have contrived, and executed plans for exciting 
diſturbances and tumults, which otherwiſe would proba- 
bly never have exifted; and when excited, to have tranſ- 


mitted to the miniſtry the moſt exaggerated accounts of 


Theſe particulars of their conduct his Majeſty's Coun- 
cil of this province have fully laid open in their proceed- 
ing in council, and in their addreſs to General Gage, in 
July and October, 1768; and in their letter to Lord 
Hillborough of the 15th of April, 1769.—Unfortunate- 
ly for us, they have been too ſucceſsful in their ſaid re- 
preſentations, which in conjunction with Governor Ber- 


nard's, have occaſioned his Majeſty's faithful n e of 


this town and province to be treated as enemies and rebels, 


by an invaſion of the town by ſea and land: to which the 


approaches were made with all the circumſpection, uſual 
where a vigorous oppoſition is expected. While the 
town was ſurrounded by a conſiderable number of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips of war, two regiments landed and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of it; and to ſupport theſe, two other regiments 
arrived ſome time after from Ireland: one of which land- 
ed at Caſtle Iſland, and the other in the too bn. 


Thus | 


„„ 
Thus were we, in aggravation of our other embarraſſ- 
ments, embarraſſed with troops, forced upon us contrary 
to our inclination,—contrary to the ſpirit of og Char- 
ill of 


ta,—contrary to the very letter of the B 


out the deſire of the civil magiſtrates, to aid whom was 
the pretence for ſending the troops hither: who were 


quartered in the town in direct violation of an act of par- 


liament for quartering troops in America : and all this 


in conſequence of the repreſentations of the ſaid Commilſ- 


fioners and the ſaid Governor, as appears by their memo- 
rials and letters lately publiſhed. 


As they were the procuring cauſe of troops being ſent 


hither, they muſt therefore be the remote and a blame- 
able cauſe of all the diſturbances and bloodſhed that have 
taken place in conſequence of that Meaſure. 


But we ſhall leave them to their own reflections, after 
_ obſerving, that as they had ſome months before the arri- 


val of the troops, under pretence of ſ fety to their per- 
ſons, retired from town to the Caſtle, ſo after the arrival 
of the troops, and their being quartered in the town, 
they thought proper to return: having anſwered, as they 
doubtleſs thought, the purpoſe of their voluntary flight. 
We ſhall next attend t) the conduct of the troops, and 


to ſome circumſtances relative to them. Governor Ber- 
nard without conſulting the Council, having given up 


the State-houſe' to the troops at their landing, they took 
_ poſſeſſion of the chambers, where the repreſentatives of 


the province and the courts of law held their meetings; 


and (except the council-chamber) of all other parts of 
that houſe: in which they continued a confiderable time, 


to the great annoyance of thoſe courts while they ſat, and 


of the merchants and gentlemen of the town, who had 
always made the lower floor of it their exchange. They 


had a right ſo to do, as the property of it was in the 


town: but they were deprived of that light by meer pow- 


er,—The ſaid Governor ſoon after, by every ſtratagem 


and by every method, but a forcible entry, endeavoured 


to get poſſeſſion of the manufactory-houſe, to make a bar- 
rack of it for the troops: and for that purpoſe cauſed it 


to be beſieged by the troops, and the people in it to be 


uſed very cruelly ; which extraordinary proceedings creat- 
ed univerſal uneaſineſs, ariſing from the apprehenſion, - 


that 


| ights, in 
| which it is declared, that the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding - 
army within the kingdom in time of peace, unleſs it be 

with the conſent of parliament, is againſt law—and with- 


- 10 J 
that the troops under the influence of ſuch a man would 
be employed to effect the moſt dangerous purpoſes: but 
failing of that, other houſes were procured, in which, 
contrary to act of parliament, he cauſed the troops to be 
quartered. After their quarters were ſettled, the main 
guard was poſted at one of the ſaid houſes, directly oppo- 
ſite to, and not twelve yards from, the State-houſe, 
(here the General Court, and all the Law Courts for 
the County were held) with two field pieces pointed to the 
State-houſe. This fituation of the main guard and field 
pieces ſeemed to indicate an attack upon the conſtitution, 
and a dehance of law; and to be intended to affront the 
legiſlative and executive authority of the province. _ 
The General Court, at the firſt Seſſion after the arri- 
val of the troops, viewed it in this light, and applied to 
' Governor Bernard to cauſe ſuch a nuſance to be removed; 
but to no purpoſe. Diſguſted at: ſuch an indignity, and 
at the appearance of being under dureſſe, they. refuſed to 
do buſineſs in ſuch circumſtances; and in conſequence 
thereof were adjourned to Cambridge, to the great incon- 
venience of the members. „ gr gd Pk 
Beſides this, the challenging the inhabitants by centi- 
nels poſted in all parts of the town before the lodgings of 
officers, which (for about {ix months, while it laſted oc- 
caſioned many quarrels and great uneaſineſs.— 
Capt. Wilſon's, of the 59th, exciting the negroes of 
- the town to take away their maſters lives and property, 
and repair to the army for protection, which was fully 
proved againſt him.—The attack of a party of ſoldiers on 
ſome of the magiſtrates of the town—the repeated reſcues 
of ſoldiers from peace officers—the firing of a loaded muſ- 
ket in a public ſtreet, to the endangering a great number 
of peaceable inhabitants—the frequent wounding of per- 
ſons by their bayonets and cutlaſſes, and the numerous 
inſtances of bad behaviour in the ſoldiery, made us early 
ſenſible, that the troops were not ſent here for any benefit 


to the town or province, and that we had no good to ex- 


pect from ſuch conſervators of the peace *. 


* The inhabitants, inſtead of making application to 
the military officers on thefe occaſions, choſe rather to op- 
poſe the civil authority and the laws. of the land to ſuch 
offenders; and had not the ſoldiery found means to evade 
legal puniſhments, it is more than probable their inſolence 
would have received a check, and ſome of the moſt me- 
lancholy effects of it been prevented, 


19 | 
It was not expected however, that ſuch an outrage and 
maſſacre, as happened here on the evening of the 5th in- 
Rant, would have been perpetrated. There were then 
killed and wounded, by a diſcharge of muſquetry, eleven 
pf bis Majeſty's ſubjects, vis, 1 

Mr. Samuel Gray, killed on the ſpot by a ball entering 

his head. „% | 1 5 . 

Criſpus Attucks, a molatto, killed on the ſpot, two 
balls entering his breaſt. | „„ "ay 
Mr. James Caldwell, killed on the ſpot, by two balls 
entering his back. ' FE OR 
Mr. Samuel Maverick, a youth of ſeventeen years of 
age, mortally wounded: he died the next morning. 
Mr. Patrick Carr mortally wounded: he died the 14th 
inſtant. ; EN | | ; N 1 
Chriſtopher Monk and John Clark, youths about ſeven- 
teen years of age, dangerouſly wounded. It is appre- 
hended they will die. OL, 
Mr. Edward Payne, merchant, ſtanding at his door: 
wounded:  _ | rarer: 

Meſſrs. John Green, Robert Patterſon and David Par- 
ker: all dangerouſly wounded. W e 
The actors in this dreadful tragedy were a party of ſol- 
diers commanded by Capt. Preſton of the 29th regiment: 
This party, including the Captain, conſiſted of eight, 
who are all committed to gaol. VVV 

There are depoſitions in this affair which mention, that 
ſeveral guns were fired at the ſame time from the Cuſtom- 
houſe; before which this ſhocking ſcene was exhibited. 
Into this matter inquiſition is now making.—In the mean 
time it may be proper to infert here the ſubſtance of ſome 
of thoſe depoſitions. © _ er es rs. 
Benjamin Frizell, on the evening of the 5th of March, 
having: taken his ſtation near the weſt corner of the Cuſ- 
 tom-houſe in King-ſtreet,. before and at the time of the 
ſoldiers firing their guns, declares (among our things) 
that the firſt diſcharge was only of one gun, the next of 
two guns, upon which, he the deponent — he ſaw a 
man ſtumble: the third diſcharge was of three guns, up- 
on which he thinks he ſaw two men fall, and immediately 
after were diſcharged five guns, two of which were by 
ſoldiers on his right hand, the other three, as appeared ts 
the deponent, were diſcharged from the balcony, or the cham- 
ber window of the Cuſtom-houſe, the flaſhes appearing on the 
Let hand, and higher than the right hand flaſbes appeared te 
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be, and of which the deponent was very ſenſible, altho' his 
es were much turned to the ſoldiers, who were all on his 
right hand. ; . 3 
Gillam Baſs, being in King-ſtreet at the ſame time, 
declares that they (the party of ſoldiers from the main 


guard) poſted themſelves between the Cuſtom-houſe door, 


fire upon the people: Two or three of the flaſhes fo high 
above the reſt, that he the deponent verily believes they muſt 
have come from the Cuſtom-houſe windows. 
Jeremiah Allen declares, that in the evening of the 5th 
day of March current, being at about nide o'clock in the 
front chamber in the houſe occupied by Col. Ingerſoll in 
King-ſtreet, he heard ſome guns fired, which occaſioned 
his going into the balcony of the ſaid houſe. —That when 
he was in the ſaid balcony in company with Mr, William 
Molineux, junior, and John Simpſon, he heard the diſ- 
charge of four or five guns, the flaſhes of which appeared 
to be to the weſtward of the centry-box, and immediately 
after, he the deponent heard two or three more guns, and 


and the weſt corner of it; and in a few minutes 175 to 


1 faw the flaſbes thereof from out of the houſe, now called the 


Cuſtam-houſe, as they evidently appeared to him, and which 


he the ſaid deponent at the ſame time declared to the afore- 
ſaid Molineux and Simpſon being then near him, ſaying to 
| them, (at the ſame time pointing his hand towards the 
Cuſtom-houſe) there they are out of the Cuftom-houſe. 


George Cobſter being in King: ſtreet at the time above- 


mention, declares that in five or ſix minutes after he ſtop- 


ped, he heard the word of command given to the ſoldiers 
fire, upon which one gun was fired, which did no execu- 
tion, as the deponent obſerved; about half a minute after 
two guns, one of which killed one Samuel Gray a rope- 
maker, the other a molatto man, between which two men 
the deponent ſtood; after this the deponent heard the diſ- 


charge of four or five guns more, by the ſoldiers ; imme- 
diately after which the deponent. heard the 2 * 1200 
ory 0 


guns or piſtols, from an open window of the middle 
the Cuſtem-houſe, near to the 2 — where the centry- box is 
placed, and being but a ſmall diſtance from the window, 
he heard the people from within ſpeak and laugh, and 
foon after ſaw the caſement lowered down; after which 
the deponent aſſiſted others in carrying off one of the 
corps. | | | LE 

Cato, a negro man, ſervant to Tuthill Hubbart, Eſq; 


declares, that on Monday evening the 5th of March cur- 


rent, 


1 8 | 
rent, on hearing the cry of fire, he ran into King- ſtreet, 
where he ſaw a number of people aſſembled before the 
Cuſtom-houle, that he ſtood near the centry-box and ſaw 
the ſoldiers fire on the. people, who ſtood in the middle of 
ſaid ſtreet; directly after which he ſaw two flaſhes of guns, 
one quick upon the other, from the chamber window of the 
Cuſtom-houſe ; and that after the firing was all over, while 
the people were carrying away the dead and wounded, he 
ſaw the Cuſtom-houſe door opened, and ſeveral ſoldiers (one of 
whom had a Cutlaſs) go into the Cuſtom-hauſe and ſhut the 
door after them. | > 
Benjamin Andrews declares, that being deſired by the 
committee of enquiry to take the ranges of the holes made 
by muſquet balls, in two houſes near oppoſite to the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe, he finds the bullet hole in the entry door poſt 
of Mr. Payne's houſe (and which grazed the edge of the 
door, before it entered the poſt, where it lodged, two and 
a half inches deep) ranges juſt under the ſtool of the weſtern- 
moſt lower chamber window of the Cuſtom-houſe. 
Samuel Drowne, towards the end of his depoſition 
(which contains a pretty full account of the proceedings of 
the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th inſtant) declares, 
that he ſaw the flaſhes of two guns fired from the Cuſtom- 
* houſe, one of which was out of a window of the chamber 
weſtward of the balcony, and the other from the balcony; the 
gun (which he clearly diſcerned) being pointed through the bal- 
| lifters, and the perſon who held the gun, in a flooping poſture 
withdrew himſelf into the houſe, hauing a handkerchief or 
ſome kind of cloth over his face. 7 = 
Theſe depoſitions ſhew clearly, that a number of guns 
were fired from the Cuſtom-houſe.—As this affair is now 
enquiring into, all the notice we ſhall take of it is, that 
it diſtinguiſhes the actors in it into Street-Actors and 
Houſe- Actors; which is neceſſary to be obſerved. 
What gave occaſion to the melancholy event of that 
evening ſeems to have been this. A difference having 
happened near Mr. Gray's rope-walk, between a ſoldier 
and a man belonging to it, the ſoldier challenged the 
rope-makers to a boxing match. The challenge was ac- 
cepted by one of them, and the ſoldier worſted. He ran 
to the barrack in the neighbourhood, and returned with 
ſeveral of his companions. The fray was renewed, and 
the ſoldiers were driven off. 1 ſoon returned with 
recruits, and were again worſted. This happened ſeveral 
times, till at length a conſiderable body of ſoldiers was 
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Malone. He then went away,— Of the ſame import, 


. 


collected, and they alſo were driven off, the rope-makers 
having been joined by their brethren of the contiguous 


rope-walks. By this time Mr. Grey being alarmed, in- 
terpoſed, and, with the aſſiſtance of ſome gentlemen, pre- 


vented any further diſturbance. To fatisfy the ſoldiers, 
and puniſh the man who had been the occaſion of the 
firſt difference, and as an example to the reſt, he turned 
him out of his ſervice, and waited on Col. Dalrymple, 
the commanding officer of the troops, and with him con- 
certed meaſures for preventing further miſchief. Though 
this affair ended thus, it made a ſtrong impreſſion on the 
minds of the ſoldiers in general, who thought the honor 
of the regiment concerned to revenge thofe repeated re- 
pulſes. For this purpoſe they ſeem to have formed a com- 


© bination to commit ſome outrage upon the inhabitants of 


the town indiſcriminately; and this was to be done on the 
evening -of the 5th — 4p or ſoon after, as appears by 
the depoſitions of the following perſons, viz. : | 
William Newhall declares, that on Thurfday night, 


the firſt of March inſtant, he met four ſoldiers of the 29th 


' regiment, and that he heard them ſay, *© There were a 


reat many that would eat their dinners on Monday next, 
that ſhould not eat their dinners on Tueſday.“ 1 
Daniel Calf declares, that on Saturday evening, the 3d 


ol March, a camp-woman, wife to James M<Deed, a 


grenadier of the 29th, came, into his father's ſhop, and 
the people talked about the affrays at the rope-walks, and 
blaming the ſoldiers for the part they had acted in it, the 
woman ſaid the ſoldiers were in the right, adding, that 
before Tueſday or Wedneſday night they would wet their 
fwords er bayonets in —— people's blood.“ 
Mary Brailsford declares, that on Sabbath evening, the 
4th March inſtant, a ſoldier came to the houſe of Mr. 
Amos Thayer, where ſhe then was; he deſiring to ſpeak | 


with Mr. Thayer, was told by Mrs. Mary Thayer, that 


her brother was engaged, and could not be ſpoke with. 
He faid, your brother, as you call him, is a man I have 


a great regard for, and I came on purpoſe to tell him to 
keep in his houſe, for “ before Tueſday next at twelve 


o'clock, there will be a great deal of bloodſhed, and a 
great many lives loſt; and added, that he came out of a 
particular regard to her brother to adviſe him to keep in 
his houſe, for then he would be out of harm's way. He 
faid your brother knows me very well; my name is Charles 


E 


and in confirmation of this declaration, are the depoſt- 


tions of Mary Thayer and Aſa Copeland, who both live 
with the ſaid. Mary Thayer, and heard what the ſold ler 
| faid, as abovementioned. It is alſo confirmed by the de- 
_ poſition of Nicholas Ferriter. e 

Jane Uſher declares, that about nne o'clock on Mon- 
day morning, the 5th of March current, from a window 
ſhe ſaw two perſons in the habit of ſoldiers, one of whom 
being on horſe back appeared to be an officer's ſervant. 
The perſon on the horſe firſt ſpoke to the other, but what 


he ſaid, ſhe is not able to ſay, though the window wy 
tlle 


open, and ſhe not more than twenty feet diſtant: 
2 replied, He hoped he ſhould ſee blood enough ſpilt before 
Morning. _— N 

| — Adams declares, that on Monday evening, 
the 5th of March inſtant, between the hours of ſeven 
and eight o'clock, he went to the houſe of corporal Per- 
ſhall of the 29th regiment, near Quaker-lane, where he 


ſaw the corporal and his wife, with one of the fifers of 
ſaid regiment. When he had got what he went for, and 


was coming away, the corporal called him back, and de- 
fired him, with great earneſtneſs, to go home to his 
maſter's houſe as ſoon as buſineſs was over, and not be. 


abroad on any account that night in particular, for the 


ſoldiers were determined to be revenged on the rope-walk pec- 
ple; and that much miſchief would be done. Upon which 
the fifer (about 18 or 19 years of age) ſaid, he hoped in 
God they would burn the town down. On this he left the 
houſe, and the ſaid corporal called after him again, and 
begged he would mind what he ſaid to him. 
of March inſtant, at the time of the bells ringing for fire, 
he heard a woman's voice whom he knew to be the ſup- 
poſed wife of one Montgomery, a grenadier of the 29th 
_ regiment, ſtanding at her door, and heard her ſay, it was 
not fire, the town was too haughty and too proud ; and that 
many of their arſes would be laid low before the morning. 
Margaret Swanſborough declares, that a free woman 
named Black Peg, who has kept much with the ſoldiers, 


on hearing the diſturbance on Monday evening, the 5th 


inſtant, ſaid the ” pr were not to be trod upon by the inha- 
bitants, but would know before morning, whether they or the 
inhabitants were to be maſters. | 


Joſeph Hooton, jun. declares, that coming from the 
South-end of Boſton on Monday evening, the 5th of 


aleb Swan declares, that on Monday night, the 5th 
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March, inſtant, againſt Dr. Sewall's meeting, he heard 


a great noiſe and tumult, with the cry of murder often 


repeated. Proceeding towards the town-houſe he was 


paſſed by ſeviral ſoldiers running that way with naked cut- 
laſſes and bayonets in their hands. He aſked one of them 
what was the matter, and was anſwered by him, by God 
you will all know what is the matter ſoon. Between 9 
and 10 o'clock he went into King-ſtreet, and was preſent 


at the 3 ſcene exhibited near the Cuſtom-houſe, as 


particularly ſet ſorth in his depoſition. | 


9 Mrs. Mary Ruſſell declares, that John Brailsford, 4 
private - ſoldier of the fourteenth regiment, who had fre- 


quently been employed by her (when he was ordered with 
his company to the Caſtle, in conſequence of the mur- 
ders committed by the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th 
of March) coming to the deponent's houſe declared, that 


THEIR regiment were ORDERED to hold themſelves in 
ue and accordingly. was ready THAT EVENING, 
upon th: inhabitants firing on t e ſoldiary, to come to the 7 | 

e 


tance of the ſoldiery. On which ſhe aſked him, if 


would have fired upon any of the inhabitants of this town. 


To which he replied, Ves, if he had orders; but that 


if he ſaw Mr. Ruſſell he would have fired wide of him. : 


He alſo faid, it's well there was no gun fired by the inha- 


bitants, for had there been, WE ſhould have come to the ſol- 


ders aſſiſtance. | | | | 

By the foregoing depoſitions it appears very clearly, 
there was a general combination among the ſoldiers of the 
29th regiment at leaſt, to commit ſome extraordinary act 


of violence upon the town; that if the inhabitants at- 


tempted to repel it by firing even one gun upon thoſe 


ſoldiers, the 14th regiment were ordered to be in readineſs 
to aſſiſt them; and that on the late butchery in King- 


ſtreet they actually were ready for that purpoſe, had a 
fingle gun been fired on the perpetrators of it. 


c t appears, by a variety of depoſitions, that, on the 

the fame evening between the hours of ſix and half after 
nine (at which time the firing began) many perſons, with- 

out the leaſt provocation, were, in various parts of the 


town, inſulted and abuſed by parties of armed ſoldiers 


Mr. Robert Pierpont declares, that between the hours 


of ſeven and eight in the ſame evening, three armed ſol- 
diers paſſing him, one of them who had a bayonet gave 
_ him a back handed ſtroke with it, on complaint of this 
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treatment, he ſaid the deponent ſhould ſoon hear more of 
it, and threatned him very hard. | | 
Mr, Henry Baſs declares, that at nine o'clock a party 
of ſoldiers came out of draper's-alley leading to and from 
| Murray's barracks, and they being armed with large naked 
cutlaſſes, made at every body coming in their way, cut- 
ting and ſlaſhing ; and that he himſelf very narrowly eſ- 
caped receiving a cut from the foremoſt of them, who 
purſued him. | | Ns 
Samuel Atwood declares, that ten or twelve ſoldiers 
armed with cutlaſſes, bolted out of the alley leading from 
Murray's barracks into Dock-ſquare, and met the depo- 
nent, who aſked them if they intended to murder people? 
they anſwered, Yes, by God, root and branch; ſaying 
here is one of them; with that one of them ſtruck the 
deponent with a club, which was repeated by another: 
the deponent being unarmed. turned to go off, and he re- 
ceived a wound on the left ſhoulder which reached the 
bone, diſabled him, and gave him much pain. Having 
gone a few ſteps the deponent met tao officers, and — 
them, Gentlemen, what is the matter? they anſwered, you 
will ſee by and by; and as he paſſed by Col. Jackſon's he | 
heard the cry, turn out the guards. . . 
Captain James Kirkwood, declares, that about nine of 
the clock in the evening of the fifth day of March cur- 
rent, he was going by Murray's barracks ; hearing a noiſe 
he ſtop at Mr. Rhoads's door, oppoſite the ſaid barracks, 
where ſaid Rhoads was ſtanding, and ſtood ſome time and 
ſaw the ſoldiers coming out of the yard from the barracks 
armed with cutlaſſes and bayonets, and ruſhing through 
Boylſtone's- alley into Cornhill, two officers, viz. Lieuts. 
| Minchin and Dickſon came out of the Meſs-houſe, and 
ſaid to the ſoldiers, my lads come into the barrack, and 
don't hurt the inhabitants, and then retired into the meſs- 
houſe. Soon after they came to the door again, and 
found the ſoldiers in the yard; and directly upon it, En- 
ſign Mall came to the gate of the barrack yard and faid 
to the ſoldiers, turn out, and { will ſtand by you ; this he 
he repeated frequently, adding, &i1/ them, flick them; knock 
them down, run your  bayonets through them, with a great 
deal of language of like import. Upon which a great 
number of ſoldiers came out of the barracks with naked 
cutlaſſes, headed by ſaid Mall, and went through the afore- 
ſaid alley, that ſome officers came and got the ſoldiers into 
their barracks, and that Mall with his fword or cutlaſs drawn 


. 
— —— dave 2 
— — —— — —— = 


Tr 
drove into their barracks by the ſaid Minchin and Dickſon. 
Mr. Henry Rhoads's declaration agrees with Captain 


 Kirkwood's. 


Mr. Matthias King of Halifax in Nova Scotia, de- 
clares, that in the evening of the fifth day of March in- 
ſtant, about nine of. the clock, he was at his lodgings at 
Mrs. Torrey's near the town pump, and heard the bells 
ring, and the cry of fire; upon which he went to the 
door and ſaw ſeveral ſoldiers come round the ſouth ſide of 
the town-houſe armed with bayonets, and ſomething. 
which he took to be broad ſwords ; that one of thoſe 


2 came up almoſt to him and Mr. Bartholomew 
Kn 


eeland ; and that they had but juſt time to ſhut the 
door upon him; otherwiſe he is well aſſured they muſt 
have fell victims to their boundleſs cruelty, He after- 
wards went into the upper chamber of the ſaid houſe, and 
was Jooking out of the window when the drum and the 
guard went to the barrack, and he ſaw one of the guards 
kneel and preſent his piece with a bayonet fixed, and heard 
him ſwear he would fire upon a parcel of boys who were 
then in the ſtreet, but he did not: He further declares, 


that when the body of the troops was drawn up before the 


guard houſe (which was preſently after the maſſacre) he heard 


an officer ſay to another, that this was fine work, and juſt 


what he wanted; but in the hurry he could not ſee him, 


— 


ſo as to know him again. 


Robert Polley declares, that on Monday evening, the 5th 


inſtant, as he was going home, he obſerved about ten 


perſons ſtanding near Mr. Taylor's door, after ſtanding 
there a ſmall ſpace of time, he went with them towards 
Boylſton's-alley, oppoſite to Murray's barracks ; we met 


in the alley about eight or nine armed ſoldiers, they aſ- 


faulted us, and gave us a great deal of abuſive language, 
we then drove them back to the barracks with ſticks only ; 
we looked for ſtones or bricks, but could find none, the 
ground being covered with ſnow ; ſome of the lads diſ- 
perſed, and he, the ſaid Polley, with a few others, were 


returning peaceably home, when we met about nine or ten 


other ſoldiers armed; one of them ſaid, Where are the 


ſons of bitches: They ſtruck at ſeveral perſons in the 


ſtreet, and went towards the head of the alley. T'wo 


officers came and endeavoured to get them into their bar- 


racks ; one of the lads propoſed to ring the bell; the ſol- 
diers went through the alley, and huzza'd, and ſaid they 
were gone through the Royal Exchange Lane into King- 


taſtrophe. 
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Samuel Drowne declares, that about nine of the clock 


of the evening of the fifth of March current, ſtanding 
at his own door in Cornhill, he ſaw about fourteen or fit- 
teen ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, who came from Mur- 


ray's barracks armed with naked culaſſes, ſwords, &c. and 


came upon the inhabitants of the town, then ſtanding or 
walking in Cornhill, and abuſed ſome, and violently aſ- 


faulted others as they met them; moſt of whom were 


without ſo much as a ſtick in their hand to defend them- 
ſelves, as he very clearly could diſcern, it being moon 


light, and himſelf being one of the aſſaulted perſons. All 
or moſt of the ſaid ſoldiers he ſaw go into King-ſtreet, 
foe of them through Royal Exchange Lane) and there 


ollowed them, and ſoon diſcovered them to be quarrelling 


and fighting with the people whom they ſaw there, which 


he thinks were not more than a dozen when the ſoldiers 
came there firſt, armed as aforeſaid. Of thoſe dozen peo- 
ple the moſt of them were gentlemen, ſtanding together 
a little below the Town-houſe upon the Exchange. At 


the appearance of thoſe ſoldiers ſo armed, the moſt of the 


twelve perſoes went off, ſome of them being firſt af- 


faulted. bw 0 
Ihe violent proceedings of this party, and their going 


into K ing- ſtreet, quarrelling and fighting with the peo- 


ple whom they ſaw there“ (mentioned in Mr. Drowne's 


depoſition) was immediately introductory to the grand ca- 
Tpheſe affailants, who iſſued from Murray's barracks 
ſo called) after attacking and wounding divers perſons in 
Cornhill, as above-mentioned, being armed, proceeded, 
moſt of them, up the Royal Exchange Lane into King- 
ſtreet, where making a ſhort ſtop, and after aſſaulting and 
driving away the ow they met there, they brandiſhed 
their arms, and cried out, Where are the Boogers ; where 


are the Cowards? At this time there were very few per- 


fons in the ſtreet beſides themſelves. This party, in 


proceeding from Exchange-lane into King: ſtreet, muſt 


paſs the centry poſted at the weſterly corner of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, which butts on that lane and fronts on 


th t ſtreet. This is needful to be mentioned, as near that 


ſpot, and in that ſtreet the bloody tragedy was acted, and 
the | eet actors in it were ſtationed: This ſtation being 
but a few feet from the front ſide of the ſaid Cuſtom- 
houſe, —— The outrageous behaviour, and the threats 


- of the ſaid party occaſioned the ringing of the Meet- 


Ef 
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ing-houſe bell near the head of King-ſtreetz which. bell 
ringing quick as for fire, it preſently brought out a number 
of the inhabitants, who being ſoon ſenſible of the occaſion 
of it, were naturally led to King- ſtreet, where the ſaid 


party had made a ftop but a little while before; and where 
their topping had drawn together a number of boys round 


the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe. Whether the boys miſ- 
took the centry for one of the ſaid party, and thence took 


occaſion to differ with him, or whether he firſt affronted 
them, which is affirmed in ſeveral depoſitions— however 
that may be, there was much foul language between them, 


and of them, in conſequence of his puſhing at them with 


his bayonet, threw ſnow-balls at him, k which occaſioned 


him to knock haſtily at the door of the Cuſtom-houſe. 


From hence two perſons thereupon proceeded immediately 


to the main guard, which was poſted (oppoſite to the State- 
houſe) at a ſmall diſtance near the head of the ſaid ſtreet. 
The officer on guard was Capt. Preſton, who, with ſeven 
or eight ſoldiers with fire arms, and charged bayonets, 
iſſued from the guard-houſe, and in great haſte poſted 
himſelf and his ſoldiers in the front of the Cuſtom-houſe, 
near the corner aforeſaid. In paſſing to this ſtation the 


ſoldiers puſhed ſeveral perſons with their bayonets, driv ng 


through 


* Since writing this narrative, ſeveral depoſitions have 


appeared, which make it clear that the centry was firſt in 


fault.— He overheard a barber's boy ſaying, that a Captain 
of the 14th (who had juſt paſſed by) was ſo mean a fellow 
as not to pay his barber for ſhaving ; upon this the centry 
left his poſt, and followed the boy into the middle of the 
ſtreet, where he told him to ſhew his face; the boy pertly 
replied, I am not aſhamed to ſhew my face to any man 


upon this the centry gave him a ſweeping ftroke on the 


head with his muſket, which made him reel- and ſtagger, 


and cry much. A fellow-apprentice aſked the centry what 
he meant by this abuſe ? He replied, damn your blood, if 
you do not get out of the way I will give you ſomething, 


and then fixed his bayonet and puſhed at the lads, who 


both ran out of his way. This diſpute collected a few 


| perſons about the boys near the Cuſtom-houſe, Preſently 
after this, the party above-mentioned came into King- 
ſtreet, which was a further occaſion of drawin ace. 


thither, as above related. See depoſition of Benjamin 


Broaders and others. 
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through the people in ſo rough a manner, that it appeared 
they intended to create. a diſturbance, This occaſioned 


ſome ſnow-balls to be thrown at them, which ſeems to 
have been the only provocation that was given. Mr. Knox 


(between whom and Capt. Preſton there was ſome con- 
verſation on the ſpot) declares, that while he was talking 


with Capt. Preſton, the ſoldiers of his detachment had at- 
tacked the people with their bayonets ; and that there was 


not the leaſt provocation given to Capt. Preſton or his 


party : the backs of the people being towards them when 


the people were attacked. He alſo declares, that Capt. 


Preſton ſeemed to be in great haſte and much agitated ; 
and that, according to his opinion, there were not then 


preſent in King-ſtreet above ſeventeen or eighteen perſons 
at the extent. 1 . 
The ſaid party was formed into a half circle, and, within 

a ſhort time after they had been poſted at the Cuſtom- 


houſe, began to fire at the people. * 
Capt. Preſton is ſaid to have ordered them to fire, and 


to have repeated that order. One gun was fired firſt; 


then others in ſucceſſion, and with deliberation, till ten 
or a dozen guns were fired ; or till that number of diſ- 
charges were made from the guns that were fired. By 
which means eleven perſons were killed and wounded, as 
above repreſented, | 85 

_ Theſe facts, with divers circumſtances attending them, 
are ſupported by the depoſitions of a conſiderable number 


of perſons, and among others are the following, viz. 


Meſſirs. Henry Baſs, Samuel Atwood, Samuel Drowne, 
James Kirkwood, Robert Polley, Samuel Condon, Da- 


mie] Uſher, Joſiah Simpſon, Hay Knox, Gillam Baſs, 
John Hickling, Richard Palmes, 


7 enjamin Frizzel, and 
others, whoſe depoſitions are in the appendix. N 
Soon after the firing, a drum, with a party from the 


main guard, went to Murray's and the other barracks 

beating an alarm as they went, which, with the firing, 
had the effect of a ſignal for action. Whereupon all the 
ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, or the main body of them, 


appeared in King-ſtreet under arms; and ſeemed bent on 
a further maſſacre of the inhabitants, which was with 


great difficulty prevented. They were drawn. up between 


the State-houſe and main guard; their lines extended 
acroſs the ſtreet, and facing down King- ſtreet, where the 


town-people were aſſembled. The firſt line kneeled, and 


the whole of the firſt plattoon preſented their guns ready 


\ 


| L a } 

dc fire, as ſoon as the word ſhould be given. They con- 
tinued in that poſture a conſiderable time. But by the 
good Providence of God, they were reſtrained from fir- 


- mb 
That they then went into King- ſtreet with ſuch a diſ- 
een Yh will appear probable by the two following depo- 
itions. 
Mrs. Mary Gardner, living in Atkinſon-ſtreet, declares, 
that on Monday evening the 5th. of March current, and 
before the guns fired in King-ſtreet, there were a number 
of ſoldiers aſſembled from * A's barracks towards the 
 ſtieet, and oppoſite to her gate; that they ſtood very ſtil! 


until the ae were fired in King-ftreet, then they clap- 


ped their hands and gave a cheer, ſaying, this is all that 
we want. They ran to their barrack, and came out again 
in a few minutes, all with their arms, and ran towards 
King: ſtreet. 1 
William Fallaſs declares, that (after the murder in 
King: ſtreet) on the evening of the 5th inſtant, upon his 
return home he had occaſion to ſtop oppoſite to the lane 
leading to Green's barracks, and while he ſtood there, the 
ſoldiers ruſhed by him with their arms, towards King- 
. ſtreet, faying, this is our time or chance: and that he never 
| ſaw men or dogs ſo greedy for their prey as thoſe ſoldiers 


_ ſeemed to be, and the ſerjeants could hardly keep them in 


their ranks, _ 1 | 
Theſe circumſtances with thoſe already mentioned, a- 
mount to a clear proof of a combination among them to 
commit ſome outrage upon the town on that evening ; 
and that after the enormous one committed in King-ftreet, 
they intended to add to the horrors of that night, by ma- 
king a further ſlaughter, | 55 
At the time Capt. Preſton's x arty iſſued from the main 
puny, there were in King-ſtreet about two hundred per- 
ons, and thoſe were collected there by the ringing of the 


bell, in conſequence of the violences of another party, 


that had been there a very little while before. When 


Captain Preſton had got to the Cuſtom-houſe, ſo great a 


part of the people diſperſed at ſight of the ſoldiers, that 
not more than twenty or thirty then remained in King- 


ſtreet, as Mr. Drowne declares *, and at the time of fir= 


ing not ſeventy, as Mr, Palmes thinks T. . 
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But after the firing, and when the ſlaughter was known, 


which occaſioned the ringing of all the bells of the town, 


a large body of the inhabitants ſoon aſſembled in King- 
ſtreet, and continued there the whole time the 29th regi- 


ment was there under arms, and would not retire till that 
_ regiment, and all the ſoldiers that appeared, were ordered, 
and actually went, to their barracks : after which, having 
been aſſured by the Lieutenant Governor, and a number 


of the civil magiſtrates preſent, that every legal ſtep 
ſhould be taken to bring the criminals to juſtice, they 
gradually diſperſed. For ſome time the appearance of 


things was diſmal. The ſoldiers outrageous on the one 
hand, and the inhabitants juſtly incenſed againſt them on 


the other: both parties ſeeming diſpoſed to come to action. 


In this caſe the conſequences would have been terrible: 
but by the interpoſition of his Honor, ſome of his Ma- 


jeſty's council, a number of civil magiſtrates, and other 


gentlemen of weight and influence, who all endeavoured 


to calm and pacify the people, and by the two principal 
officers interpoſing their authority with regard to the ſol- 
diers, there was happily no further bloodſhed enſued; and 
by two o'clock the town was reſtored to a tolerable ſtate 
of quiet. About that time, Capt. Preſton, and a few 
hours after, the party that had fired, were committed to 


. 


One happy effect has ariſen from this melancholly af- 


fair, and it is the general voice of the town and province 


it may be a laſting one. All the troops are removed from 
the town. They are quartered for the preſent in the bar... 
racks at Caſtle-Iſland; from whence it is hoped they will 


have a ſpeedy order to remove entirely out of the province, 
together with thoſe perſons who were the occaſion of their 


coming hither. | 

In what manner this was effected, it is not foreign from 

the ſubje of this Narrative to relate. | 
The morning after the maſſacre, a town meeting was 

held; at which attended a very great number of the free- 

holders and cther inhabitants of the town. They were 

deeply impreſſed and affected by the tragedy of the pre- 


ceding night, and were unanimouſly of opinion, it was 
incompatible with their ſafety that the troops ſhould re- . 
main any longer in the town, In conſequence thereof 


they choſe a committee of fifteen gentlemen to wait upon 


his Honor the Lieutenant Governor in Council, to requeſt 
ST Eg, of 
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„ 
of him to iſſue his orders for the immediate removal of 
the troops. | | ? 
The meſſage was in theſe words: | | + 
„That it is the unanimous opinion of this meeting, 
that the inhabitants: and ſoldiery can no longer live toge- 
ther in ſafety ; that nothing can rationally be expected to 
_ reſtore the peace of the town, and prevent further blood 
and carnage, but the immediate removal of the troops ; 
and that we therefore moſt fervently pray his Hon r, that 
his. power and influence may be exerted for their inſtant 
removal.” OE . ä 
His Honor's reply, which was laid before the town then 
adjourned to the old ſouth meeting-houſe, was as follows: 
„Gentlemen, F TO | 
I am extremely ſorry for the unhappy differences be- 
tween the inhabitants and troops, and eſpecially for the 
action of the laſt evening; and I have exerted myſelf up- 
on that occaſion, that a due enquiry may be made, and 
that the law may have its courſe. I have in councii con- 
ſulted with the commanding officers of the two regiments 
who are in the town. They have their orders from the 
General at New York. It is not in my power to counter- 
mand thoſe orders. The Council have defired that the 
two regiments may be removed to the Caſtle. From the 
particular concern which the 29th regiment has had in 
our differences, Col. Dalrymple, who is the command- 
ing officer of the troops, has ſignified that that regiment 
| ſhall without delay be placed in the barracks at the Caſtle, 
until he can ſend to the General and receive his further 
orders concerning both the regiments, and that the main- 
guard ſhall be removed, and the 14th regiment ſo diſpo- 
ſed, and laid under ſuch reſtraint, that all occaſion of fu- 
. ture diſturbances may be prevented.” 15 | 
The foregoing reply having been read and fully conſi- 
dered—the queſtion was put, Whether the report be ſatis- 
factory? Paſſed in the Negative, only ONE diſſentient out 
of upwards of 4000 voters. | : 5 
A reſpectable committee was then appointed to wait on 
his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, and inform him, 
„That it is the unanimous opinion of this meeting, that 
the reply made to a vote of the inhabitants preſented his 
Honor in the morning, is by no means ſatisfactory; and 
that nothing leſs wi — than a total and immediate 
removal of all the troops.“ | | 
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The committee having waited upon the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, agreeable to the ER vote, laid before the in- 


habitants the following vote of Council received from his 
Honor. N 1 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor laid before the 


Board a vote of the town of Boſton, paſſed this after- 


noon, and then addreſſed the Board as follows: 


« Gentlemen of the Council, why: 
<< I lay before you a vote of the town of Boſton, which 


I have juſt now received from them, and I now aſk your 
advice what you judge neceſlary to be done upon it.“ 


The Council thereupon expreſſed themſelves to be una- 


| agen, * of opinion, “ that it was abſolutely neceſſary 


for his Majeſty's ſervice, the good order of the town, and 
the peace of the rovince, that the troops ſhould be im- 
mediately removed out of the town of Boſton, and there- 
upon adviſed his Honor to communicate this advice of the 
Council to Col. Dalrymple, and to pray that he wou:d 
order the troops down to Caftle-Willam.? ——  _ 
The committee alſo informed the town, that Col. Dal- 
rymple, after having ſeen the vote of Council, ſaid to the 
committee : | | 
„That he now gave his word of honor that he would 
begin his preparations in the morning, and that there 
ſhould be no unneceſſary delay until the whole of the two 


regiments were removed to the Caſtle.” 


Upon the above report being read, the inhabitants could 
not avoid exprefling the high ſatisfaction it afforded 
them. = 

After meaſures were taken for the ſecurity of the town 
in the night by a ſtrong military watch, the meeting was 
diſſolved. bs : 


(FIN 
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g=> N the concluding Paragraph of the foregoing Narrative it 
is ſaid, that the Town-Meeting was diſſolved after the 
meaſures were taken for the ſecurity of the Town in the night, 


by a ſtrong military watch. | | | 
Our implacable enemies, in purſuance of their plan of miſre- 
preſentation, have taken pains to miſrepreſent this moſt neceſſ; 
meaſure, by declaring it to have been contrary to the mind of the 
Commander in Chief, and againſt Law. | 
This matter will be judged of, by ſtating the fact, and produ- 
cing the Law. f | 3 | | | 
When the Committee, who had waited on the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, had reported to the Town, that the Troops would be re- 
moved to Calle. land, (at which time it was near night) it was 
thought neceſſary for the ſafety of the Town, and for preventing 
a reſcue of the perſons committed to goal for firing upon, and kill- 
ing a number of his Majeſty's ſubjects, that there ſhould be a mi- 
litary watch; and divers Gentlemen were deſired to take the need- 
ful ſteps for that purpoſe. It being then night, it was impoſſible + 
a regular notification ſhould iſſue from the officers of the militia : 
a conſiderable number of reſpectable perſons therefore offered them- 
ſelves voluntiers, and did the duty of a military watch under the 
direction of the Lieutenant-Colonel, who attended that ſervice 
with the approbation of the chief Colonel of the Boſton regiment. 
The next day, with two of the Select-men of the Town, the 
chief Colonel went to the Lieutenant-Governor, and they inform- 
ed him it was apprehended abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of 
the Town, there ſhould be a military watch kept; and that the 
Colonel then waited upon him to receive his orders. The Lieu- 
tenant Governor declined giving any orders concerning it, but ſaid 
the Law was clear, that the Colonel, as chief officer of the regi- 
ment, might order a military watch; and that he might do about 
it as he thought fit. In conſequence of this, and knowing the 
Law gave him ſuch a power, the Colonel iſſued his orders for that 
purpoſe, and a regular watch was o_ the following night. The 
next day the Lieutenanr Governor ſent for the Colonel, and let 
him know, that he was in doubt about the legality of the appoint- 
ment of the military watch: and recommended to the Colonel to 
take good advice, whether he had a right by Law to order ſuch a a 
watch. | 
This being quiet unexpected, occaſioned the Colonel to expreſs | 
himſelf with ſome fervor. He alſo ſaid, he had already taken ad- 
vice, and had no doubt of his own power ; but had the preceed- 
ing day waited upon his Honor as Commander in Chief to receive 
his orders: which as his Honor had declined giving, and left the 
matter with himſelf, he had appointed a military watch: and 
judged it a neceſſary meaſure to quiet the fears and apprehenſions 
of the town. The interview ended with the, Lieutenant Gover- 
5 nar's 


E 

nor's recommending again, that the Colonel would take care to 
proceed according to law; and without his forbidding a military 

watch. © | 8 . | | | 

This military watch was continued every night, till Col. Dal- 
rymple had cauſed the two Regiments under his command to be 

removed to the barracks at Caſtle-Iſland. During the continuance 


of the watch, the Juſtices of the Peace in their turns attended 


every night : and the utmoſt order and regularity took place thro? 
the whole of it. 


This is the ſtate of the fact, upon which every one is left to 


make his own obſervations. | 

Now for the Law : with reſpe& to which nothing more is ne- 
ceſſary than juſt to recite it. It runs thus, © That there be mili- 
tary watches appointed and kept in every town, at ſuch times, in 
ſuch places, and in ſuch numbers, and under ſuch regulation, as 


the chief military officers of each town ſhall appoint, or as they 


may receive orders from the chief officer of the regiment.” *ﬀ—This 
needs no comment.. It clearly authorizes the chief officer of the 


regiment to ee military watches. The late military watch in 
ou 


Boſton being 


nded on ſuch an appointment was therefore ac- 
cording to Law. 5 | 


— — Means... contin 


See a Law of the Province for regulating the Militia, made in 


the 5th year of William and Mary, Chap. 7. Sect. 10. 
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APPENDIX 


Containing the principal Depoliticns terte 
to in the preceeding NARRATIvx, entire; 

and alſo the ſubſtance of other e 
relative to the * of it. 


| (No. 1.) 
OHN WILME, teſtifies that about ten days before the late 
maſſacre, Chriſtopher Rumbly of the 14th regiment was at 
his houſe, and ſaid if there ſhould be any interruption, that the gre- 


 madiers company was to march up King-ſtreet; and that he had been 


in many a battle; and that he did not know ut he might be ſoon 
in one here ; and that if he was, he would level his piece ſo as not 
to miſs ; and that the blood would ſoon rum in the ſtreets of Boſton ; 
and that one Sumner of the ſame regiment did ſay that he came 
here to make his fortune; and that he would as /oon fight for one 
| King as another; and that they would ſoon ſweep the ftreets of Boſton. 
And that he heard a ſoldier's wife, Eleanor Park ſay, that if 
there ſhould be any diſturbance in the town of Boſton, 'and any of 
the people were wounded, ſhe would take a ſtone in her handker- 
chief and beat their brains out, and plunder the rebels. 
Suffolk, if. Bofon March 21, 1770. John Wilme above-named, 
After due examination, made oath to the Truth of the afore- ' 
Said Affidavit, taken to n the remembrance of the 
Thing. 
Before, Joux Ruppock, and Joux HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


. 
| SARAH WILME, teſtifies that Chriſtopher Rumbly, and Sum- 
ner {poke the words alledged i in Affidavit No. 1. 
Before, Jonn Ruppock, and Join Tupor, Juſt. Peace. 


| No. 3.) 
I DAVID COCERAN, — 2 I went to the houſe of Mr. 
John Wilme about ten days before the late maſſacre, and there I 
found 4 or 5 ſoldiers, and after ſome time the ſaid Vilme told me 

not to be out in the night of ſuch a day (though I cannot poſitively | 
ſay what day) whereupon I atked him what he meant, and he told 
me that there would be diſturbances, or words to that effect; and that 
one of ſaid ſoldiers took me by the arm, and ſaid the Sluod would ſoon 
run in the ſtreets of Boſton. 


Before, Joun RUDDOCK, and Joun Hill, Juſt 8 
| 0. 4. 


E 


| W | 
WILLIAM NEWHALL, teſtifies and ſays, that on Thurſday 


night, the firſt of March inſtant, between the market and Juſtice - 


Quincey's he met four ſoldiers of the 2gth regiment, all unarm'd, 


and that he heard them ſay, there was a great many that would eat 


their dinners on Monday next, that ſbouid not eat any on Tueſday. 
Before, Jonx Ruppock, and Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


No. 5.) 


| I NICHOLAS FERITER, of lawful age teſtify, that on Fri- 
day the ſecond inſtant, about half after 11 o'clock, A. M. a ſol- 


dier of the 2gth regiment came to Mr. John Gray's ropewalks, 


5 and looking into one of the windows ſaid, By God Fll have ſati a- 


faction! with many other oaths ; at the laſt he ſaid he was not 
afraid of any one in the ropewalks. I ſtept out of the window 


and ſpeedily knock'd up his heels. On falling his coat flew open, 


and a naked ſword appeared, which one John Wilſon following 
me out took from him, and brought it into the ropewalks. The 
ſoldier then went to Green's barrack, and in about twenty minutes 
return'd with 8 or 9 more ſoldiers armed with clubs, and began 
as I was told with three or four men in Mr. Gray's warehouſe, 
aſking them why they had abuſed the ſoldier aforeſaid ? Theſe 
men in the warehouſe paſſed the word down the walk for the 
hands to come up, which they did, and ſoon beat them off. In 
a few minutes the ſoldiers appeared again at the ſame place, re- 
inforced to the number of 30 or 40, armed with clubs and cutlaſſes, 


and headed by a tall negro drummer with a cutlaſs chained to his 


body, with which at firſt rencounter I received a cut on the head; 
but being immediately ſupported by nine or ten more of the rope- 
makers, armed with their wouldring ſticks, we again beat them 


off. And further I ſay not. NICHOLAS FERITER. 


Before, Joux Ruppock, and Joh HIIL, Juſt. Peace. 


. (No. 6.) „ 4 
. 'I JEFFREY RICHARDSON, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, 
that on Friday the ſecond inſtant, abont eleven o'clock, A. M. 
eight or ten ſoldiers of the  2gth regiment, armed with clubs, 


came to Mr, John Grays rope-walks, and challenged all the rope- 


. makers to come out and fight them.---All the hands then preſent to 


the number of 13 or 14, turn'd out with their wouldring ſticks, 


and beat them off directly. They very ſpeedily returned to the 
ropewalk, reinforced to the number of thirty and forty, and head- 
ed by a tall negro drummer, again challenged them out, which 


the ſame hands accepting, again beat them off with conſiderable 


bruiſes. And further I ſay not. 5 | 
| Fi i 296 JEFFREY RICHARDSON. 
Before, Ri; Dana and Joun HITII, Juſt. Peace. - 


No. 7. 
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JOHN FISHER, teſtifies that 45 the ſecond day of March, 
detween eleven and twelve o'clock, A. M. he ſaw about fix foldi- 
ers going towards Mr. John Gray's rope-walk, with ſome clubs; 
they had not been there long, before they returned quicker than 
they went and retreated into their barracks, and bro't out the 
light infantry company, with many others, and went againſt the 
rope-makers again ; but were ſoon beat off as far as Green's-lane, 
the ſoldiers following and chafing many perſons they could ſee 
in the lane with their clubs, and endeavouring to ſtrike them, 
| when a corporal came and ordered them into the barracks. —And 
further faith that on Saturday the third inſtant, he ſaw the ſol- 
diers making clubs ; and by what he could underſtand from their 
converſation, they were determined to have ſatisfaction by Monday. 
Before RI: Daxa, and San. PemBeRTON, Juſt. Peace. 


| 55 (No. 8.) . | 
I JOHN HILL, teſtify, that in the forenoon of Friday the 
ſecond of March current, I was at the houſe the corner of a paſ- 
ſage way leading from Atkinſon's-ftreet to Mr. John Gray's rope- 
walks, near Green's barracks, when I ſaw eight or ten ſoldiers paſs 
the window with clubs. I immediately went to the door, and 
found them returning from the rope-walks to the barracks. Whence 
they again very ſpeedily re- appeared, now increaſed to the num- 
ber of thirty or forty, armed with clubs and other weapons. In 
this latter company was a tall negro drummer, to whom [I called, 
you black raſcal, what have you ſo do with white people's quar- 
rels ? He anſwered, I ſuppoſe I may look on, and went forward. 
I went out directly and commanded the e telling them I was in 
' commiſſion ; but they not regarding me, knock'd down a rope-maker in 
my preſence, and two or three of them beating him with clubs, I en- 
14  deavoured to relieve him; but on approaching the fellows who were 
mw mauling him, one of them with a great club ſtruck at me with ſuch 
1 violence, that had I not happily avoided it might have been fatal to 
5 me. The party laſt mentioned ruſhed in towards the rope-walks, 
and attacked the rope-makers nigh the tar-kettle, but were ſoon 
beat off, drove out of the paſſage-way by which _ entered, and 
were followed by the rope-makers, whom I perſuaded to go back, 
and they readily obeyed. And further I ſay not. 
Before Ri: Dana, and Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace. 


| (No. g.) „„ 
I JOHN GRAY, of lawful Ex teſtify and ſay, that on the 
Saturday preceding the maſſacre on the Monday evening of the 
zth inſtant, Middleton the chimney-ſweeper being at my houſe, 
Lid to my maid, as ſhe informed me, that he was well acquainted 
with the ſoldiers, and they had determined to have their revenge 
pf the Tope-walk people ; being alarmed with this news, I deter- 
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mined to ſee Col. Dalrymple on Monday morning. At ſabbath 
noon I was ſurpriz'd at hearing that Col. Carr. and his officesr had 
entered my rope-walk, open'd the windows, doors, &c. giving 
out that they were ſearching for a dead ſerjeant of their regiment ; 
this put me N. immediate waiting upon Col. Dalrymple, to 


whom I related what I underſtood had paſſed at the rope-walk 
days before, he replied it was much the ſame as he had heard 
from his people; but ſays he, © your man was the aggreſſor in 
affronting one of my people, by aſking him if he wanted to work, 
and then telling him to clean his little-houſe.” For this expreffion 
I diſmiſſed my journeyman on the Monday morning following ; 
and further fad, I would do all in my power to prevent my 
people's giving them any affront in future. He then aſſur'd me, 
he had, and ſhould do every thing in his power to keep his ſoldiers 
in order, to prevent their any more entering my incloſure. Pre- 
ſently after, Col. Carr came in, -and aſked Col. Dalrymple what 
they ſhould do, for they were daily loſing their men; that three 
of his grenadiers paſſing quietly by the rope-walks were great! 
abus'd, and one of them ſo much beat that he would die. H 
then ſaid that he had been ſearching for a ſerjeant who had been 
murder'd; upon which, I ſaid, Yes Colonel, I hear you have 
been ſearching for him in my rope-walks ; and aſked him, whe- 
ther that ſerjeant had been in the affray there on the Friday; he 
| replied; no: for he was ſeen on the Saturday. I then aſked him, 
how he could think of looking for him in my walks; and that 
had he apply'd to me, I would have waited on him, and opened 
every apartment I had for his ſatisfaction. JOHN GRAY. 
Before Ri: Dana, and Joun Hill, Juſt. Peace. 


| (No. 10.) | 

ARCHIBAL.D Me. NEIL, jun. of lawful age, teſtifies and 
ſays, that on Saturday the third inſtant, about half an hour after 
four in the afternoon, the deponent with two apprentices were 
- ſpinning at the lower end of Mr. Mc. Neil's rope-walk, three 
3 grenadiers, armed with bludgeons, came to them, and ad- 
dreſſing the deponent ſaid, You damm d dogs don't you deſerve to be 
till d! Are you fit to die? The deponent and company being 
quite unarmed gave no anſwer. James Bayley, a ſeafaring young 
man, coming up, ſaid to the deponent, &c. Why did you not 
anſwer ? One of the grenadiers, named Dixſon, hearing him, 
came up to Bayley and aſked him if he was minded to vindicate 
the cauſe ? Bayley alſo unarmed did not anſwer till James Young 
came up, who, tho equally naked, ſaid to the grenadier, Damn 
it, I know what a ſoldier is. That grenadier ſtood ſtill, and the 
other Who had threatened the deponent came up and ftruck at 
him, which Young fended off with his arms, and then turning 
aimed a blow at the deponent, which had it reached might 
bably have been fatal. Patrick „ Mr. Winter Calef's 


journeyman, ſeeing the affray, went into the tan-houſe, and ä 


7 5 
bringing out two batts gave one to a byſtander, who together witk 
Patrick ſoon cleared the walk of them, and further ſaith not. 
Before Ri. Dana, and Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 11.) 


— 
— 


MARY THAYER teſtifies that on the Sabbath day W N 


the 4th current, a ſoldier of the 29th named Charles Malone, 
came into Mr. Amos Thayer's houſe, brother to the deponent, 
and ſent a young lad belonging to Mr. Thayer up ſtairs to his 
. maſter, defiring him to come down to him. Mr. Thayer refuſed 
to come down or have any thing to ſay to him. The deponent 
going down on other occaſion, ſaid ſhe would hear what the ſol- 
dier had to ſay. And coming to the ſoldier told him her brother 
was engaged. The ſoldier ſaid, your brother as you call him is a 
- man ] have a very great regard for, and came here to deſire him to 
keep in the houſe and not be out, for there would be a great deal v 
diſturbance and blood between that time and Tueſday night at 12 9clock. 
e repeatedly ſaid he had a greater regard for Mr. Thayer than 
any one in Boſton, and on that account came to defire him to keep 


in the houje, which if he did there would be no danger. After 


repeating the above frequently, he even turned at the door, and 
ſaid my name is Charles Malone, your brother knows me well, 

and infit.2d very earneſtly that the deponent would not neglect in- 
forming her brother, and further faith not. MARY THAYER. 
Before RI. Dana, and Jonx HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


. „ (No. 12.) | 
MARY BRAILSFORD teſtifies the ſame as Mary Thayer. 
Before, Ri. Dana, and Jonx HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


ASA COPELAND teſtifies the ſame as Mary Thayer. 
Before, Ri. Dana, and Jonx HII r. Juſt. Peace.. - 


1 e e 
_ I JOHN BRAILSFORD teſtify, that on Monday evening the 
5th inſtant, I aſked a ſoldier named Suan of the 29th regiment, 
what was the reaſon of their people's going about armed with clubs 


in ſuch a manner, and troubling the om people. Sway told me 


you will ſee, you had better go home, and more to the ſame purpoſe. 
When the guns were fired I returned back and aſked Suan what 


that could mean; San waving his head, ſaid it's the guards, there 


is no ſhot there: Tou had better go home, and by all his behaviour 
and diſcourſe he manifeſted his full acquaintance with the whole 
affair, and further ſaith not. JOHN BRAILSFORD. 
Before, Joun Ruppock, and Joun HIII, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 15.) | 


*] NATHANIEL NOYES teſtifies and ſays, that on laſt Sabbath. 


— 


i (F.C W U Te 


five or ſix ſoldiers of the 14th and 29th regiments, each of them 


with clubs, paſſing thro' Fore-ſtreet, and heard them ſay, that if 
they ſaw any of the inhabitants of this towyn out in the ſtreet after 


nine o'clock, they ſivore by God, they would knock them down, be they 


who they will. 8 8 |  __NATH. NOYES. 
Before, Ri. Dana, and Jonx HII, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 16.) 


| RICHARD WARD, teſtifies, that on the Lord's-day. evening 


0 


preceding the gb day of March, about duſk, he went to ſee one 
Mr. Dines (whe | 
the barracks at New-Boſton ; when your deponent was there, he 


heard one of the officers of the ſaid 29th regiment ſay to the ſerjeants, 


Don't let any of your people go out unleſs there be eight or ten together. 
Before, Ri. Dana, and Jonx HII T, Juſt. Peace. 
„ (No. 17.) 3 | 
JANE USHER of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that about nine 
o'clock in the morning of Monday the 5th day of March current, 


ſhe being in the front chamber of the houſe of John Scollay, Eſq; 
on Dock- ſquare; from the window ſaw two perſons in the habit 


of ſoldiers, one of whom being on horſe back appeared to be a 
officer's ſervant; The perſon on the horſe firſt ſpoke to the other, 


but what he ſaid ſhe is not able to ſay, tho? the window was open, 
and ſhe not more than twenty feet diſtant ; the other replied, he 
hoped he ſhould ſee blood enough ſpilt before morning. 
Before, RI. Dana, and Joun Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 


1 8 5 VV N | 
MATTHEW ADAMS teſtifies, that on Monday evening the 
th of March inſtant, he went to the houſe of corporal Perſhal, 
of the _ regiment, near Quaker-lane, where he ſaw the cor- 

ral and his wife, with one of the fifers of ſaid regiment ; when 


e had got what he went for, and was coming away, the corporal 


called him back, and deſired him with great earne/tneſs to go home to 


his maſter's houſe as ſoon as buſineſs was over, and not be abroad on any 
account that night in particular, for the ſoldiers were determined to be 
revenged on the ropewalk people; and that much miſchief would be 
done; upon which the fifer (about 18 or 19 years of age) ſaid be 
hoped in God they would burn the town down; on this he left the 


houſe, and the ſaid corporal called after him again, and begg'd he 


would mind what he had ſaid to him, and further ſaith not. 
Before, Jonx Ruppock, and Jonx Hirr, Juſt. Peace, 


*(No. 19.) : | 5 
CALEB SWAN teſtifies, that the 5th of March, 1770, being 
at Mr. Sample's door, near the North battery, at the time of the 
bells ringing for fire, he heard a woman whom he knew to be the 
ſuppoſed wife of one Feen. a grenadier of the 29th regi- 


is a ſoldier in the 29th regiment, and lives near 
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„ n 5 
ment, ſay it was not fire ;” the town was too haughty and too 
proud ; that many of their ares would be laid low before the morning. 


Before, JohN Rvppock, and Jon HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


MARGARET SWANSBOROUGH teſtifies, that a free wo- 
man, named Black Peg, who has kept much with the ſoldiers, on 
hearing the diſturbance on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, ſaid, 
The  foldiers were not to be trod upon by the inhabitants, but would 
know before morning, whether they or the inhabitants were to be maſ- 
ters. Since which time, the ſaid Black Peg has left the town, on 
her hearing what ſhe had faid before, was given to the committee } 
of enquiry. F N = 

fave; Jonx Ruppock, and BETICHEX Noyes, Juſt. Peace. 


Be 
en. 1 
ROBERT PIERPONT teſtifies, that between the hours of 7 
and 8 on Monday evening the 5th current, two ſoldiers arm'd, 


— 


one with a broad ſword, the other with a club, Lecce him near 


the Hay-market, going towards the town-houſe, ſeeming in great 


haſte. In a few minutes they returned and hallowed very loud, 
Colonel. Before the deponent reached Mr. Weſt's houſe, where 


he was going, they paſſed him again, joined by another, with a 
blue ſurtout, who had a bayonet, with which he gave the deponent 


a a back-handed ſtroke, apparently more to affront than hurt him. 


On complaint of this treatment, he ſaid, the deponent ſhould ſoon 


Hear more of it, and threatened him very hard, and further faith not. 


Before, Ri. Dana, and Jonx Hit, Juſt: Peace. 


[No 22.) 


JOHN BROWN teftifies, that coming homewards about nine 


&clock on Monday evening the 5th current, he „ell in with Natha- 


niel Boſworth, and walking flowly together, a little i the ſoutb- 
ward of Liberty-tree ſo called, they met a parcel of ſoldiers about 
ſix or ſeven in number, walking very faſt into town, one of the 


| foremoſt ſaid, damn you land out of the way, and ſtruck the depo- 


nent a blow on the breaſt, which made him ſtagger and fall near- 


ly to the ground, tho' he had F aretrs out of the way. The ſol- 
diers preſled along carſing and 


amning, towards the town-houſe, 
with naked bayonets in their hands. | 


Before, RI. Dana, and Joun HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


The fullowing Depoſition ſhould have immediately preceded No. 5. 


3 No. 23.) 
SAMUEL BOSTWICK. reftiic and fays, that on Friday the 
zd inſtant, between 10 and 11 o'cJock in the forenoon, three ſol- 
diers of the 29th regiment, came up Mr. Gray's rope-walk, and 
William Green, one of the hands, ſpoke to one of them, ſaying, 


1 3 


Soldier, will you work ? The ſoldier replied, Ves. Green ſaid, 


then go and clean my ſ— t-houſe. The ſoldier ſwore by the Holy 
Ghoſt that he would have recompence, and tarried a good while 
ſwearing at Green, who took no further notice of him, and then 


went off, and ſoon after returned to the rope-walk with a party of 


thirty or forty ſoldiers, headed by a tall negro drummer, and chal- 
lenged the ropemakers to come out. All hands then preſent, be- 
ing about 13 or 14, turned out and beat them off, conſiderably 


- bruiſed. And further faith not. 


| Betore, RI. Dana, and Joux Hitt, Juft. Peuve. 8. 


| SY | . ' (No. 2 .) 
WILLIAM TYLER teſtifies, — on the evening of the th 
of March, a little after nine o'clock, coming up King-ftreet, juſt 
before he got to the Cuſtom-houſe, he ſato the centinel running af- 
ter a boy, and immediately heard him cry out as tho' in great diſtreſs. 
He aſked the boy what was the matter, who told him the centinel 
had firuck him with: his gun and bayonet, becauſe he aſked Captain 
Goldfinch for ſome money that he owed him. The centinel ſaid, 
that he ſhould not ule an officer ill in the ſtreet. Soon after the 
boy left the centinel and went away, and immediately 10 or 12 


ſoldiers came running up Silby's-alley, crying out, where are your 


Sons of Liberty? and went from thence to Cornhill. He further 


_ . teſtifies, that when the above complaint was made of the centinel's 


ſtriking the barber's boy, there were ee people in the ſtreet. He 


. Jaw but five or fix about them, who immediately diſperſed. He then 


left King-ſtreet and went up to Corn-hill. „5 
Before, Join Ruppock, and Jonx HII, Juſt, Peace. 
Foe OT ES, 9, 7 Wh | 
HENRY BASS of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that going from 
His houſe in Winter-ſtreet, on Monday evening the 5th of March, 
to ſee a friend in the neighbourhood of the Rev. Dr. Cooper's 
meeting-houſe; that the bell was ringing for g o'clock when he 


came out of his houſe, and that he proceeded down the Main- 


ſtreet, and going near Draper's-alley, leading to Murray's barracks, 
thro which he purpoſed to paſs, heard ſome boys huzzaing, and 
1magines that there were /ix or ſeven of them and not more; and 
ut cannot 3 ſay what they were. Soon after ſeveral more 
came into the alley and made a ſally out, and thoſe that came out 
were ſoldiers, and thinks were all grenadiers, as they were ſtout 
men, and were armed with large naked cutlaſſes; they made at every 


| 3 after he ſaw 2 or 3 perſons in ſaid alley with weapons, 


ody coming in their way, cutting and ſiaſping; the ſaid deponent 


very narrowly eſcaped receiving a cut from the foremoſt of them, 
' who purſued him below Mr. Simpſon's ſtone-ſhop, where he made 
a ſtand ; preſently after, going up Cornhill he met an oyſter man, 
who ſaid to the deponent, damn it, this is what I got by going 52 
and ſhewed the deponent a large cut he had received from one of the 
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I then aſked whether they 
anſwered no, but that they had been filling powder ; ſome time 


. Before Jon Ruppock, and 


"TE: Þ 


ers with a cutlaſs over his right ſhoulder ; ſaid deponent think- 


ing it not ſafe but very dangerous for him to go through the alley, 


he returned home by the way. of King-ſtreet through Royal Ex- 
change-lane, and paſſed by the centinel at the corner of the Cuſ- 


tom-houſe ; and ſaid deponent further ſays, that he never ſaw fewer 


perſons in King-/treet, conſidering the pleaſantneſt of the evening, and 


verily believes there were not twelve perſons between the Crown Coffee- 


houſe and the bottom of the Town-bouſe ; he imagines it to be then 


about 15 or 20 minutes after 9; After ſaid deponent gat to the 
head of the 'Town-houſe, he met a great many perſons who en- 
quired of him about the affair ; the ſaid deponent told them there 
had been an affray by Murray's -barracks, but that it was then 
over, and further this deponent faith note. 
Before, Ri. Dana, and Joun HILL, Juſt. Peace. 
= : 5 (No. 26.) oh | 
T WILLIAM RHODES, teſtify, that on Tueſday, March 6, 
1770, the morning after the affair in King-ftreet, ſome of the 
ſeamen belonging to the Roſe man of war, lying in the harbour of 


Boſton, came to my ſhop, and after my aſking them if they had 
ae! they anſwered me yes, and that 

all their boats were ſent on ſhore manned, and that the maſter of the 

ſhip had kept them up all night, or the greateſt part; I then aſked 


heard of the affair that 


them whether they were kept to their quarters, they anſwed no; 
had loaded their guns, they likewiſe 


after, I enquired of theſe ſame people whether their people when 


they came on ſhore on Monday night 5th March, were armed, 


they told me that the only e that had any arms was their 
maſter, who came aſhore in the barge, and that he had only a pair 
of piſtols, and that when they had got on the wharf that the ſaid 


maſter gave the piſtols to the Coxſwain of the barge, and further 
ſaid not. i; CERES EATS. | 5 
Before Jonx Ruppock, and Joun HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


. Na (No. 27.) 1 . | 
MARY RUSSELL, declares, that John Brailsford, a private 


ſoldier of the 14th regiment, (when he was ordered with his com- 
- pany to the caſtle, in conſequence of the murders committed by 


the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th of March) coming to the 
deponent's houſe, declared that their regiment was ordered to hold 


- themſelves in readineſs and accordingly was ready that evening upon 


the inhabitants firing on the ſoldiery to come to the aſſiſtance of the 
ſoldiery: on which the deponent aſked him if he would have fired 
upon any of the inhabitants of this town, to which he replica, yes, 
if I had orders, but that if he ſaw Mr. Ruſſell he would have fred 


wide of him—he alſo ſaid its well there was no gun fir d by the 
inhabitants, for had there been, we ſhould have come to the 


ſoldiers aſſiſtance. And further ſaid not. g 
Jonx Hil, Juſt, Peace. 
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No, 28.} 
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I BENJ. ANDREWS, being defired by the committee of 


enquiry to take ranges of the holes made by muſquet balls in two 


houſes near oppoſite to the cuſtom-houſe, find that the bullet-hole 


in the entry door poſt of Mr. Payne's houſe, and which grazed ' 

the edge of the door before it entered the poſt where it lodged, 
two and a half inches deep, ranges juſt under the ſtool of the 
weſternmoſt lower chamber window of the Cuſtom-houſe. 


And that the hole made by another muſquet ball through the 


window ſhutter of the lower ſtory of the ſame houſe, and lodged 
in the back wall of the ſhop, ranges about breaſt-high from the 


ground and between the ſecond and third window from the weſt 
corner of the Cuſtom-houſe. | 


And that the holes made in the ſhop of Warden and Vernon, 


thro' the outer ſhutter and back partition of the ſhop, ranged 


breaſt-high from the ground and with the weſternmoſt fide of the 


firſt window weſt of the greater door of the Cuſtom-houſe. 
Before Joun Ruppock, and BELHER Noves, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 29.) 


I ISAAC PARKER, teſtify, ha: being at Mr. Richard Salter's | 


| houſe on the evening of the fifth current, heard a great noiſe in 


the ſtreet, upon which I went to the entry door and ſaw a great 


number of ſoldiers in their jackets without ſleeves, having naked 
cutlaſſes in their hands, flouriſhing them over their heads, one of 


whom aſſaulted me with a naked cutlaſs, aiming a ftroke at my 
head, which I happily avoided by's ſudden retreat in-doors. 
Before RI. Dana, and Join Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 


ED . (No. zo.) | 
I BARTHOLOMEW KNEELAND of Boſton, merchant, 


teſtify, that on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, (being at my 
| lodgings) about fifteen minutes after nine of the clock, hearing a 
bell ring, which I ſuppoſed was for fire, went immediately to the 


front door, when I ſaw a number of ſoldiers with broad fzoords and 
bayonets in the main ſtreet near the town pump, making a great noiſe ; 
one of the ſaid ſoldiers, when nearly oppoſite to me, ſpake to 


me the following words, viz. Damn you, what do you do there? 


get in: To which I made no anſwer ; the ſame ſoldier immediately 
croſſed the gutter, and coming up to me pointed his naked bayonet with- 
in fix inches of my breaſt ; I told him to go along, and then I re- 


tired into the houſe. In about half an hour's time after the above, 
I heard a volley of ſmall arms fired off in King-ftreet ; and upon 


enquiry was told that three men were killed and one wounded, 
t Hefore RI. DANA, and Joux Hirr, Juſt. Peace. 


: "Ss | P . 
IEREMIAH BELKNAP teſtifies, that on the firſt eur 7 80 
of the affray in Cornhill on Monday evening the 5th. inſtant, he 


ran to his door and heard Mr. William Merchant ſay, he 1 
| | ot ruc 


1 
ſtruck by a ſoldier, and preſently ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers come | 0 
out of Boylſtone's ally into the ſtreet, arme# with clubs and cutlaſſes. ſe 
The deponent went out into the ſtreet and deſired them to retire 1} 
to their barracks, upon which one of them with a club' in one hand 
and cutlaſs in the other, with the latter made a ſtroke at the de- 
ponent ; when finding there was no proſpe& of ſtopping them, 
the deponent ran to the main guard, and called for the officers of 
the guard. The reply was, there is no officer here. Several of 
the — exe out of the guard houſe, and the deponent told 
them if there was not a party ſent down there would be blood- 
ſhed : Juſt as the deponent ſpoke theſe words he was attacked by 
two ſoldiers with drawn cutlafſes, ſuppoſed of the party from Mur- 
ray's barracks, one at his _— and the other over his head. One of 
the guards ſaid, this is an officer, meaning the deponent, I believe 
a Conſtable ; on which the two aſſailants retired and put up their 
cutlaſſes, and further ſaith not. | . 
Before RI: Dana, and Jonun Hilr, Juſt. Peace. 


=” | (No. 22.) | 
I ROBERT POLLEY of lawful age, teſtify and declare, that 
on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, as I was going home obſerved 
about ten perſons ſtanding near Mr. Taylor's door, after ſtanding 
there a ſmall ſpace of time I went with them towards Boylſtone's 
alley oppoſite to Murray's barracks ; we met in the alley about 
eight or nine ſoldiers, ſome of whom were armed with drawn ſwords 
and cutlaſſes, one had a tongs, another a ſhovel, with which they aſ- 
faulted us, and gave us a great deal of abuſive language, we then 
drove them back to the barracks with ſticks 'only ; we looked for 
ſtones or bricks but could find none, the ground being covered with 
ſnow : Some of the lads diſperſed, and myſelf.with a few others 
were returning peaceably home, when we met about nine or ten 
other ſoldiers armed with a naked cutlaſs in one hand and a ſtick or 
bludgeon in the other. One of them ſaid, Where are the fons 4 
bitches ?” They ſtruct at ſeveral perſons in the ſtreet and went towards 
the head of the alley. Two officers came and endeavoured. to get 
them into the barracks. One of the lads propoſed to ring the bell. 
The ſoldiers went thro* the alley, and the boys huzza'd and ſaid 
they were gone thro Royal Exchange-lane into King-ftreet. My- 
ſelf and ſome of the boys then went into King-ſtreet, I ſaw two 
or three ſnow-balls ſtrike the ſide of the cuſtom-houſe, near which 
a centinel ſtood. The centinel kept the boys off with his bayonet 
charged breaſt-high, which he frequently puſbed at them. I then 
ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers with a leader come from the main guard 
towards the cuſtom-houſe, where they drew up, three facing up 
the ſtreet and three fronting the ſtreet. They kept continually firik- 
ing and puſping with their bayonets at the people who preſſed towards 
them, toit bout offering any inſult as J ſaw. I then went down Royal 
Exchange-lane, when I was in the middle of the lane, I heard the 
T 8 a = i, i 
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diſcharge of a gun, which was immediately followed by about 
ſeven others. 22 | ME TEE DIED CT IT ad 
Before RI. DANA, and JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


1 


SAMUEL AT WOOD of Welfleet, teſtifies, that a few mi- 


nutes after nine of the clock on Monday evening laſt, lying on 
board a veſſel in the town dock, he heard a noiſe and diſtur- 
bance at the upper end of Dock Square, and going up he found 
the ſoldiers and inhabitants engaged in the narrow paſſes round 
Murray's barracks fo called; the latter being moſtly boys unarmed, 


diſperſed, on which ten or twelve ſoldiers armed with drawn cut- 
lafſes, clubs and bayonets, bolted: out of the alley into the ſquare _ 


and met the deponent, who aſked them if they mtended to mur- 
der people? They anſwered, yes, by God, root and branch, ſaying 
here is one of them; with that one of them ſtruck the 5 
with a club, which was repeated by another: the eee bein 
unarm'd turned to go off, and he received a wou 


much pain. Having gone a few ſteps, the deponent met two 
officers, and aſked them, Gentlemen, what is the matter? 7 


anſwered, 2 zoill ſee by and by ; and as he paſſed by Colonel Jack- 


ſon's, he heard the cry, Turn out the guards. 
Before Rl. DANA, and Joun HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 34.) 


| | 7 
CAPTAIN JAMES KIRKWOOD teſtifies, that about nine 


of the clock in the evening of the fifth day of March; he was 


going by Murray's barracks, hearing a noiſe, ſtopt at Mr. Rhoads's 
door, oppoſite to ſaid barracks, where ſaid Rhoads was ſtanding, 


and ſtood ſome time, and ſaw the ſoldiers coming out of the 
yard from the barracks, armed with cutlaſſes and bhayonets, and 
ruſhing thro' Boylſtone's- alley into Corn-hill. Two officers, viz. 
Lieuts. Minchin and Dickſon came out of the meſs-houſe and ſaid 
to the ſoldiers, my lads come into the barrack and don't hurt the 


inhabitants, and then retir'd into the meſs-houſe. Soon after they 


came to the door again, and found the ſoldiers in the yard; and 
directly upon it, Enfgn Mall came to the gate of the barrack yard, 
and /aid to the ſoldiers, turn out, and Fevill fand by you this he 

repeated frequently, adding, kill them] ſtick them ! "knock them dotun, 
run your bayonets thro them, with a great deal of language of like 
import. pon which a great number of ſoldiers came out of the 
barracks, with naked cutlaſſes, headed by ſaid Mall, and went 


thro' the aforeſaid alley, ſome officers came and got the ſoldiers 


into their barracks ; and that Mall with his ſword or cutlaſs drawn 
in his hand, as often had them out again; but they were at laſt 
drove into their barracks by the aforeſaĩd Minchin and Dickſon. 
Before Jonx Ruppock, and Joun HII, Juſt. Peace. 
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n * 1 
—— FJ. 
2 0. LAB a a tr wag OIL ende reren FP . e 
2 x - 2 2 5-46 #4 2 4 


GM I 
4 1 Ae. 35. . 
MATTHIAS KING teſtifies, that in the evening of the fifth 
day of March inſtant, about nine of the clock, ſtanding at his own 
_ - door, a ſoldier came up almoſt to him and Mr. Bartholomew Knee- 
land; and they had but juſt time to ſhut the door upon him, 
otherwiſe he is well aſſured they muſt have fell victims to his 
cruelty: He afterwards ſaw one of the guards kneel and preſent | 
his piece with a bayonet fixed, and heard him ſwear he would 
fire upon a parcel of boys who were then in the ſtreet, but he did 
not, He further declares, that when the body of troops was 
drawn up before «the guard-houſe, he heard an officer ſay to ano- 
ther, that this was fine work, and juſt what he wanted. | 
Before Ri: Dana, and Jonn . Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 36.) „%% ones 

BARTHOLOMEW BROADERS teſtifies, that about eight 
o'clock on Monday. evening the 5th of March, he went down 
King-ſtreet and met twelve of the Town's people with clubs, who 
{aid that they had been attacked by the ſoldiers ; that ſoon after 
Mr. Green's maid and his daughter aſked him to go to the apo- 
thecary's, and they with the Jeponent in going, met his fellow- 
apprentice, and they went and ſtood upon the cuſtom-houſe ſteps, 
and Mr. Hammond Green came out, ſaying, come in girls; then 
the deponent and 1 by the maid's invitation, 
went in alſo Soon after Sawny Irving, ſo called, came in as he 
thought without a hat, ſeemed a little angry, and he thinks aſked 
for a candle (the maid has ſince told him he did aſk for one) then 
he went thro' the room along with Hammond Green, the latter 
returned into the kitchen, then he left the houſe and went home; 

after which the deponent came down King-ſtreet, and went thro? 
Quaker-lane, and coming up the lane again, ſaw the centinel at 
the cuſtom-houſe leave his poſt and come into the middle of the 
ſtreet, and ſay to the deponent's fellow-apprentice, who he thought 
had ſaid ſomething of an officer's not paying his debts, let me ſee | 
your face; the boy anſwered, I am not aſhamed to ſhew my face; 
Ammediately upon which the centinel fetched a ſweeping ftroke 
| 2 his gun upon the ſide of his head, which made him reel and 
ſtagger about, and cry much. The deponent aſked what he 
was ſtruck for, he anſwered, for nothing, He then aſked the 
centinel what he meant by thus abuſing the people. He replied, 
damn your blood, if you do not get out of the way, I will give 
. you ſomething; he then fixed his bayonet, and puſh'd at 
them, and they both run—then one Richard Ward, another fel- 
e ee aſked the one ſtruck, what it was for, and endea- 
voured to get his ſtick to ſtrike the centinel, but he told him not, 
and came away ; then he heard a huzza or two, and as he got 
up Silſby's alley, up came a number of grenadiers, as he thought 
about ten, with clubs, cutlaſſes, and bayonets, crying out, where 
are the damn'd Vankeys. He reply'd, what is the matter—they 


l 
anſwer' d, we will let you know. —He then run into his maſter's en- 
try, and immediately after, heard the bells ring, and the ſame party 
with a ſerjeant at their head, came running by, knocking down and 
ſlaſhing all the town's people they met with. —He then went 
down to King-ſtreet, and heard the people talking of the abuſe 
his fellow-apprentices had received from the centinel, but ſaw no 


inſult offered, the people being in the middle of the ſtreet. One 


came up with a cane, appeared a gentleman, and ſpoke 'to the 
centinel, and then went away; then the centine] went up the 


ſteps of the cuſtom-houſe and pointed his gun ;—then he took 


down his gun and loaded it, while he was loading, ſaw no abuſe 
offered him, or any danger he was in. He then went up Silſby's 
alley, and when he got to Mrs. Euſtace's ſhop, heard a gun go off, 
and afterwards ſeveral others in a ſhort ſpace of time after one 
another. Soon after he was told that three men were killed. 
The deponent further ſaith, that on the night aboveſaid, the ſnow 


was deep, and that when the centry called for the main guard, there 


were not above 10 or 20 people near the cuſtom-houſe. 
Before Ri: Dana, and Joun HIII, Juſt. Peace. 


$6 „ on(Mec go; : 
DANIEL CALFE, teſtifies, that on the evening of the fifth 


current, hearing the bells ring, which he took for fire, he went out 


into King-ſtreet, and ſeeing a number of people (about one hundred) 


he went up to the cuſtom-houſe, where were poſted about a dozen 
- ſoldiers with an officer. That this deponent heard ſaid officer order 


the ſoldiers to fire, and gave the ſecond word to fire before they fired; 
and upon the officers ordering the ſoldiers to fire the — time 


this deponent ran off about thirty feet diſtance, when turning 
about, he ſaw one Caldwell fall, and likewiſe a molatto man. 


Before Jonn Ruppock, and Join HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


| | S (No. 38.) N 
I SAMUEL CONDON, elit, that on the night of the 5th 


inſtant March, being on the long wharff, between the hours f 
$00 10 o'clock, and hearing the bells ring as for fire, I ran up 
EKingſtreet, on my coming nigh the town-houſe, I ſaw a number 
of people, about 30 or 40, chiefly conſiſting of boys and lads, who 


0 
proceeded down ſaid ſtreet oppoſite the Cuftom-houſe ; the cen- 


tinel on their approach, placed himſelf on the cuſtom-houſe ſteps, 


and charged his muſket and preſented the ſame againſt the body 
of the people who offered him no inſult or violence, in a few 
minutes after, a party came down from the main guard, conſiſting 
of about eight ſoldiers with their guns and bavonets in a charged 
poſition, headed by an officer, and poſted themſelves by the weſt 


corner of the Cuſtom-houſe, round the centry box in a half circle; 


at this time I ſtood near the door of the royal exchange tavern, 


but apprehending danger as the ſoldiers ſtood with their muſkets 


and bayonets in a charged or preſented poſition, moved from 
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thence down ſaid royal exchange lane, and ſtood nigh the weſt end 
of the Cuſtom-houſe, during this interim I Jaw no violence offered 
the ſoldiers, in a few minutes after having placed myſelf as afore- 


faid, a muſket was fired by the ſoldier who ſtood next the corner, 
in a few ſeconds after, another was fired, and ſo in ſucceſſion till the 


' Whole was diſcharged, to the number of 8 or thereabouts; while the 


muſkets where diſcharging I walked down the lane, and when the 
fring ceaſed, I turned and went up to the head of the lane, when 


I faw the people carrying off one dead perſon, and two more 


laying lifeleſs on the ground about two muſkets length from the 
ſaid ſoldiers, inhumanly murdered by them, the blood then run- 
ning from them in abundance ; a perſon aſked the ſoldier who 
fired firſt, the reaſon for his ſo doing, the ſoldier anſwered, damn 
Jour bloods you boogers, I would kill a thouſand of you the ſoldiers 
were then charging their muſkets again in order for a ſecond 
diſcharge in caſe any inſult had been offered them. _ _ 

Before, Jonx Ruppock, and Joan Hil, Juſt. Peace. 


DE cw By 1 4 HR 
I NATHANIEL F osDICK, teſtify, that on the night of the 
fifth inſtant, betwixt the hours of nine and ten o'clock, hearing 


the bells ring for fire,-I ran towards the town-houſe, where I ſaw 


the people running down Kingſtreet, I followed, after I had got 
into Kingſtreet I made a halt, as I ſtopt I was puſhed behind, I 
turned round and ſaw ſome ſoldiers with their bayonets charged, 
which came againſt me. I aſked them if this was the fire that is 


cry d; they made no anſwer. I aſked them what they meant by 


coming on me in that manner; their anſwer was, Damm you, 
and out of our way. I told them, I would not move for no man 


© under the heavens. Therefore they paſſed me, ſome on my right 


and ſome on my left. I followed, they went to the centry-box, 
and faced round and formed in a half-circle. - I ſaw a number 
of people about twenty yards from the centry-box. I ſpoke out 
and defired that no diſturbance might be betwixt the inhabitants 
and the ſoldiers, for if the ſoldiers were in fault, there was their 
officer, and he could ſettle the affair in one minute; then I ſpoke 


to two men to ſpeak to the officer; two or three advanced towards 


the officer. I heard ſome words paſs, what they were I know not, 
I turned round and ſpoke to the people to ſtep off and let them 


that went to the officer ſettle the diſpute, the people ſtanding ſtil], 


I turned towards the officer and ſee bim full into the regular circle, 
then I heard the word FIRE, on my left one gun was fired off by 


2 foldier on their right. Upon which I ruſhed in, then ſeeing the 


firſt ſoldier that fired run at ſome perſons and fall upon the ground, 
I hallowed to take his gun from him, then I received three puſbes 
by their bayonets, tro in my left arm and one in my breaſt, that at my 

breaſt I firuck off. with a ſtick, and the gun went off 2 . Then 
Idrew back; and finding one dead, as Ch on m left and one 


3 2 on my right, I run over to quaker- lane, where I ſaw a number 


3 . | ? of 


- 


[ 43 J | 
of 3 deſired them to ſtep out and keep the ſoldiers from get- 
ting off; from thence I went over to the other fide the ſtreet, to 
the lane near the town watch-houſe, where I deſired the people to 
ſtep out, and not to let the ſoldiers get off, for I would go home 
and get my gun and bring a party againſt them, which I did, but 
meeting ſome of the inhabitants returning, they told me the 
ſoldiers were gone off and affairs would be ſettled to-morrow, on 
that I went home. 
Before Ri. Dana, and Sam. PEMBERTON, Juſt, Peace. 


1 (No. 40.) . E | | ' 
JOSEPH HOOTON, jun. teſtifies, that, between 9 and 10 Ti 
o'clock the deponent came into Kingſtreet and ſtood about the mid- | 


dle of the ſtreet, or nearer the cuſtom-houſe, in the direction of | 
Quaker and Royal Exchange lanes, and ſaw about eight or ten 1 
ſoldiers drawn up near the cuſtom-houſe, and an officer which he 
ſince underſtands was Capt. Preſton, between the ſoldiers and the 
cuſtom-houſe. There was much noiſe and huzzaing among the 
boys and people, and ſome of the boys the deponent obſerved 
drew near to the ſoldiers. In this hurry and confuſion the depo- 
nent heard many aſk each other whether they thought they would 
| fire? and it was generally concluded they would not. But in 
about five minutes after the deponent firſt ſtood there, he heard the 11 
officer give the word FIRE, they not then firing, he again ſaid FIRE, E 
which they {till diſobeying, he ſaid with a much higher voice, DAMN 
vou FIRE, BE THE CONSEQUENCE WHAT IT WILL! Soon afte;* 
this one of the guns went off—in a few ſeconds another, and ſo on, till 
lx or ſeven were diſcharged. Near the deponent's left hand dropt a 
man, which he ſince learns was Mr. James Caldwell, on which ke 


E q Rr 
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left the place, and further ſaid not. | | | N 
Before me, Epm. Quincy, Juſt. Peace. TE 1 
(No. 41.) 


I RICHARD PALMES of Bofton, teſtify, that between 
the hours of nine and ten o'clock of the 5th inftant, I heard one 
of the bells ring which I ſuppoſe was occaſioned by fire, and 
enquiring where the fire was, was anſwered: that the ſoldiers were 
abuſing the inhabitants; JI aſked where, was firſt anſwered at Mur- 
ray's barracks, I. went there and ſpoke to ſome officers that were 
ſtanding at the door, I told them I was ſurprized they ſuffered the 
ſoldiers to go out of the barrack after eight o'clock ; I was anſwer- 
ed by. one of the officers, pray do you mean to teach us our duty 
IJ anſwered I did not, only to remind them of it; one of them 
ſaid you ſee that the ſoldiers are all in their barracks, and why do 
not you go to your homes; Mr. James Lamb and I ſaid, Gentle- 
men let us go home, and were anſwered by ſome, home, home; 
accordingly I aſked Mr. William Hickling if he was going home, 
he faid he was, I walked with him as far as the poſt-office, upon 
my ſtopping to talk with two or three people, Mr. Hickling left  - 


me; 
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me; I then ſaw Mr. Pool Spear going towards the town-houſe, 
he aſked me if I was going home, I told him I was; I aſked him 
where he was going that way, he ſaid he was going to his brother 
David's. But when I got to the town-pump, we were told there 
was 2 rumpus at the cuſtom-houſe door ; Mr. Spear faid to me 

you had better not go, I told him I would go and try to make peace; 

I immediately went there and faw Capt. Preſton at the head of ſix 
or eight ſoldiers in a circular form, with guns breaſt high and 
bayonets fixed; the ſaid Captain ſtood almoſt to the end of their 
guns. I went immediately to Capt. Preſton (as ſoon as Mr. Bliſs 

had le t him) and aſked him if their guns were loaded, his anſwer 
was they are loaded with powder and ball; I then ſaid to him I 
hope- you do not intend they ſhall fire upon the inhabitants ; his 
reply was, by no means. When J was aſking him theſe queſtions 
my left hand was on his right ſhoulder ; Mr. John Hickling had 
that inſtant taken his hand off my ſhoulder, and ſtept to my left, 
then inſtantly I ſaw a piece of ſnow or ice fall among the ſoldiers, 
on which the ſoldier at the officer's right hand ſtept back and 4i/- 
cherged his gun, at the ſpace of ſome ſeconds the Razer at his left 
ed next, and the others one after the other. After the firſt gun 
was fired, I heard the word Fire, but who faid it I know not; 
after the firſt gun was fired the /aid officer had full time to forbid the 
other ſoldiers not to fire, but I did not hear him your to them at all; 
then turning myſelf to the left I ſaw one man dead, diſtant about 
fix feet; I having a ſtick in my hand made a ſtroke at the ſoldier 
who fired, and ſtruck the gun out of his hand. I then made a 
ſtroke at the officer, my right foot ſlipt, that brought me on my 
knee, the blow falling ſhort, he ſays I hit his arm; when I was 
recovering myſelf from the fall I ſaw the ſoldier that fired the 

| eirſt gun endeavouring 0 puſh me through with his bayonet, on which I 

threw my ftick at his head, the ſoldier ſtarting back, gave me op- 
portunity to jump from him into exchange-lane, or I muſt been 
mnevitably run thro? the body. I looked back and ſaw three perſons 
laying on the ground, ond. perceiving a ſoldier ſtepping round 
the corner as I thought to ſhoot me, f ran down Exchange lane, 
and fo up the next into King-ſtreet, and followed Mr. Gridley 
with ſeveral other perſons with the body of 8 Mort8n's ap- 
prentice up to the priſon houſe, and ſaw he had a ball ſhot through 
his breaſt, at my return IJ found that the officer and ſoldiers were 
gone to the main guard. To my beſt obſervation there were not ſeventy 
people in King-/treet at the time of their firing, and them very ſcat- 
tering, but in a few minutes after the firing there were upwards of 
a thouſand ; finding the ſoldiers were gone I went up to the main- 
guard and ſaw there the ſoldiers were formed into three diviſions, 
the front diviſion in the poſture of platoon firing, and I expected 
they would fire. Hearing that his Hain the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor was going to the Conncil-chamber, I went there, his Honor 
looking out of the door deſired the people to hear him ſpeak ; he 
defired them to go home and he would enquire into the affair In 


, — —ß＋ ͤ— 4 3 — La 
— — . po od 
„ 


— — 


P . 
— — q +” itn oo? 


. 


muy 3 — — ů ͤ ͤ ͤ— 2 ———[—[Vt ßK?4 VT 
"Oy am * . 


RY — th > _o *% 


— 


: „ «ae och * . q . A A S - q odors — ; - - 
4 a fy PG, 4 4 a 656 — N r n - Fs FL — — — 3 —— cit A G 3 u 
_ K — F * wi \ l Mb + T \ * ng * Hb ot Se pad 3 I — 8 N N — W 8 " _ s =y 
FC Ty 9 = — — epi a , —— a £ I £ 2 8838 — r : a 2 
| 7 7 1 4 an © - , ; ' 
: 2 . 4 , , Dn _—_ N 
— foe : — — > » — — —ů — * : — nu . mh 


= | | 4 * 
3 4 
* ONS) _— 
* = * S847 
*. — — — e 


I EIS 


— 22 


4 WS — 


COS cv . — Oe 


* 1 —— —— — — ———m— Rare Ee 
— 2 . 2 * wn K 
ũ—ͤ—» ! — U— U ⸗ P — . —ñ—,‚ñͥ — — 
1 
I 
f * 


— Ä . 
o es 7 „ „ 


oy 
r Seer 


1 J „„ 
the morning, and that the law ſihuld take its courſe, and I ſaid, I 
will live and die by the law. A gentleman deſired his Honor to 
order the ſoldiers to their barracks, he anſwered it was not in his 
wer, and that he had no command over the troops, and that it 
ay with Col. Dalrymple and not with him, but that he would 
ſend for him, which after ſome time he did; upon that a gentle- 
man deffred his Honor to look out of the window facing the 
mainguard, to ſee the poſition the ſoldiers were in, ready to fire on 
the inhabitants, which he did after a good deal of  perſwafion, and ö 
called for Col. Carr and deſired him to order the troops to their 
barracks in the ſame order they were in; accordingly they were i 
ordered to ſhoulder their guns, and were marched off by ſome 
officers, and further ſaith not. 300 
Before Ri. Dana, and Jon HILL, Juſt, Peace. ; = 


3 - | | Ne 4x1 5 
I HENRY KNOX, ceſtify, = between nine and ten o'clock | 
P. M. the fifth inftant, I ſaw the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe 5 
charging his muſket, and a number of young 2 eroſſing from 1 
Royal Exchange to Quaker lane, ſeeing him load, ſtopt and aſked k| 
him what he meant? and told others, the centry was going to fire. 4 
They then huzza'd and gathered round him at about ten feet : 

diſtant. I then advancing went up to him, and the centry ſnap d 

his piece upon them, Knox told him if he fired he fied. " 
centry anſwered he did not care, or words to that purpoſe, damn- =_ 
ing them and ſaying, if they touched him, he would fire. The | j 
boys told him to fire and be damned: Immediately on this I re- 
turned to the reſt of the people and endeavoured to keep every 
boy from going up, but finding it ineffectual went off thro? the 
crowd and ſaw a detachment of about eight or nine men and à 
corporal headed by Capt. Preſton. I took Capt. Prefton by the 
coat and told him for God's ſake to take his men back again, for 
if they fired his life muſt anſwer for the conſequence ; he replied . 
he was ſenſible of it, or knew what he was about, or words to 4 
that purpoſe ; and ſeemed in great haſte and much agitated. i 
While I was talking with Capt. Pre/ton the ſoldiers of his detach- { 
ment had attacked the people tvith their bayonets. There was not the - = 
leaſt provecation.given to Capt. Preſton or his party, the backs of the J 
| 
| 


people being towards them when they were attacked. During the 
time of the attack I frequently heard the words damn your blood 
and ſuch like expreſſions. When Capt. Preſton ſaw his party en- 
gaged he directly left me, and went into the crowd and I depart- K 
ed: the deponent further ſays that here was not preſent in King- j 
tree above ſeventy or eighty people at the extent, according to his 'V 
opinion. h | 5 | 1 : | 
Before Ri. Daxa, and Join Hart, Juſt. Peace. 
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ICHARLOTTE BOUR GATE, of lawful age, an indented 


ſervant to Edward Manwaring, Eſq; being at my maſter's lodg- 
ings at Mr. Hudſon's at the North-end, on the night of the horrid | 
maſſacre in King-ſtreet, of the 5th inſtant, heard the bells ring, 
which I took to be for fire, (about half an hour before, the bells 


rung, my maſter, with one Mr. Munro, ſaid they would go to 


the cu/tom-houſe and drink a glaſs of wine) then I went out, there 
being nobody in the houſe that I knew of, but Mr. Hudſon and wife ; 
then I went up to the cu/tom-houſe door and knocked, when a 
young man, Which I have fince heard, was named Hammond 
Green, let me in, and locked the door, when I ſaw my maſter and 
Mr. Munroe come down ſtairs, and go into a room, when four or 
five men went up ſtairs pulling and hauling me after them, and 
ſaid, my good boy come; when 7 was carried into the chamber, 
there was but one light in the room, and that in the corner of the 
chamber, when I ſaw a tall man hading a gun (then T ſav two 
guns in the room) my maſter not being in the chamber, there was 
4 number of gentlemen in the room : After the gun was loaded, the 
tall man gave it to me to fire, and ſaid he would kill me if I did 
not; I told him I would not. He drawing a fword out of his cane, 
told me, if I did not fire it, he would run it through my guts. 
The man putting the gun out of the window, it being a little open, 


T fred it fide way up the ſtreet ; the tall man then loaded the gun 


again. I heard the balls go down. The man then laid it on the 


Window again, and told me to fire it. I told him 7 would not fire 


again; he told me again, he would run me through the guts if I 
did not. Upon which I fired the ſame way up the ſtreet. After I 


Fred the ſecond gun, Tſaw my maſter in the room; he took a gun and 


pointed it out of the window ; I heard the gun go : Then a tall man came 
andclapp'd me on the ſhoulders above and below ſtairs, and ſaid that's 
my good boy, Fl! give you ſome money to-morrow. I ſaid, Idon't 

want any money. There being a light in the lower room, and 


the door being upon the jarr, I ſaw it was the tall man that clapp'd 


me on the ſhoulder ; then the young man, Hammond Green, let me 
out of the door, there being two or three people in the entry, when 
J got out of the houſe, I ſaw a number of people in the ſtreets. 
And I ran home as faſt as I could, and ſet up all night in my 
maſter's kitchen. And further ſay, that my maſter licked me the 


next night for telling Mrs. Waldron about his firing out of the Cu/- 


tom-houſe. And for fear that I ſhould be licked again, I did deny all 
that I ſaid before Juſtice Quincy, which I am very ſorry for. 
And further I ſay not. nts EI 
Before Jon RuDpock, and Joun Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 


| r g (No. 44.) og . e 
SILLAM BASS of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that being 
in King-ſtreet on Monday night the 5th inſtant, after nine of the 

| | l clock, 


FFV 
lock, he ſaw about an bunured people gathered about the cuſtom- 
houſe, and preſently came a party of armed ſoldiers, with bayonets 


fixed, from the main guard, keeping on the ſouth ſide of King- 
ſtreet, till they came nearly oppoſite the cuſtom-houſe door, and 


then paſſed over, driving through the people in ſo rough a man- 
ner, that it appeared to the deponent that they intended to create 
a diſturbance. They poſted themſelves between the cuſtom- 


houſe door, and the weſt corner of it; and in a fero minutes began 
pon the people. Two or three of the flathes ſo high above 
the rell, that the deponent verily believes they nuſt have come 


fo fire 1 


from the cuftom-houſe windows: And further ſaith, that be ob/erved 


no violence to the ſoldiers at or before the firing, or to the cuſtom-hoiſe, 


by the people. | 5 = 
” Before Ra : Dana, and Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 


BENJAMIN FRIZEL, of Pownalborough, in the County of 
Lincoln, mariner, of lawful age, teſtifieth and faith, that in the 


evening of the 5th day of March current, going to Capt. Jon 
| Henſhaw's, at the ſouth part of Boſton, in his way thither, under 
Liberty Tree, exactly at eight o'clock of ſaid evening, he ſaw 
there eleven ſoldiers, and an officer met them, drefs'd in a blue 
ſurtout; upon his ſpeaking to them, they appeared very ſub- 
miſhve, the officer ordering them to appear at their reſpective 
places at the time, and if they ſhould ſce any of the inhabitants of 
the town, or any other people not belonging to them, with arms, 
clubs, or any other warlike weapons, more than too, being aflem- 
bled together, to order them to flop, and aft them their buſineſs, and 
evhere they zoere going; if they refuſed to ſtop, or tell them their 
- buſineſs or ſeparate themſelves, to fop them with their firelocks, 


and. all that ſhall take their part: after giving theſe orders, the 


officer went off to the northward, and the ſoldiers ſouthward ; 
upon which the deponent proceeded about his buſineſs as far as 
Wheeler's point, and while there, the bell rang as uſual for fire, 
and he with others ran to the town-houſe, two engines being 
there drawn, the men attending, left them on the weſt-end of 


the town-houſe, and going with others into King-ſtreet, were 


ſtop d by two centinels of the main guard, and forbid to paſs on 
their peril, and ſaid 40 they did, they would fire on them; but one 
man, ſomewhat bolder than the reſt, ſaid, as the bells rang for 


fire, and all the inhabitants of the town had good right to py 


thro' any ſtreet or lane of the town he ſhould paſs, and ſhoul 
ing a ſtick he had in his hand, went forward, and was followed 
by the deponent and many others into King-ſtreet, the deponent 


taking his ſtation at the weſt corner of the houſe now called the 


cuſtom-houſe, and between the corner and the centry-box, where 
dancing about two or three minutes, he ſaw fix or ſeven ſoldiers 
come from the oppoſite fide of the ſtreet, near to the head or 


opening of royal-exchange- lane, where they halted, and fome f 


Tal = 
them ſpoke to the centry at the cuſtom-houſe and faced about, in q 


which poſture they ſtood about two minutes, and in that time he = 

| heard nothing ſaid: to them, or of them, by any of the inhabitants; th 
but heard two or three cheers given by the people, and two. or b 
three boatſwain's ca//s piped, upon the laſt of which the /o/diers I 
began their fire, the deponent ftill ſtanding at the corner of the b 
cuſtom-houſe, the firſt diſcharge being only one gun, the next E 
of two guns, upon which the deponent thinks he ſaw. a man = © 
fumble ; the third diſcharge was of three guns, upon which he 1 
thinks he ſaw two men fall, and immediately after were diſ- v4 - 
charg'd. five guns, two of which were by ſoldiers on his right 8 
hand, the other three, as appear d to the deponent, zere diſcharg'd | * 
from the balcony or the chamber-window of the cuſtom-houſe, the EF + 
flaſhes appearing on the left hand, and higher than the right hand by 
flaſhes appeared to be, and of which the deponent was very ſenſi. 0 
ble, altho' his eyes were much turned to the ſoldiers who were all | pit 
on his right hand ; ſoon after this, the deponent ſaw five men. on in 
the ground, three whereof appeared to be dead, and the other . 
two to be ſtruggling; for the ſpace of two minutes following, all 7 


action ceas d; after which the general cry was, let us pick up the 
dead, and not let the ſoldiers have them, and thereupon the de- 
ponent aſſiſted in ſupporting and ſteadying one who was wounded 
till a chair was brought to carry him off. 0 
_ Before Joux Ruppock, and Join HII, Juſt. Peace.“ 


a 8 (No. 46.) 8 8 

. JEREMIAH ALLEN, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that 
in the evening of the fifth day of March current, being at abapt 
nine o'clock in the front chamber in the houſe occupied by Col. 
Ingerſol in King-ſtreet, he heard ſome guns fired, which occaſion- 
ed his going into the balcony of the ſaid houſe.—That when he 
was in the ſaid balcony, in company with Mr. William Molineux, 
jun. and John Simpſon, he heard the diſcharge of four or five 
guns, the flaſhes of which appeared to be to the weſtward of the 
. _centry box; and immediately after, he the deponent heard two or 
three more guns, and ſaw the flaſhes thereof from out of the houſe 
now called the Cu/tem-houſe, as they evidently appeared to him, 
and which he the ſaid deponent at the ſame time declared to the 
aforeſaid Molineux and Simpſon, being then near him, ſaying to 
them, at the ſame time pointing his hand toward the Cuſtom-houſe, 
there they are out of the Cuſtom-houſe.—And further the deponen 

faith not, 


© Before Ri: DAA, and Joux HIL I, Juſt. Peace. 


| | (No 47.) | 1 
JoOs IAH SIMPSON teſtifieth, that on the evening of the 5th 
of March current, at about nine of the clock, he heard a bell 
ringing at the ſouth part of the town, which cauſed him to leave 
his ſhop to make an enquiry.—Soon after, he heard that the oh 

ers 


E 
as Faneuil-Hall, ſeeing a number of gentlemen ſtanding together, 
the deponent made up to them, and aſked them what the diſtur- 
bance was; they anſwered him that two young men had been 
abuſed by the ſoldiers but the ſoldiers had now returned to their 
barracks—he then proceeded with a number of others up Royal 
Exchange-lane : at the head of the lane ſome of the perſons with 


him cried out, here is a ſoldier, and huzza d; immediately the 
ſoldier who was centry near to the box before the cuſtom-houſe, 


repaired to the cuſfom-houſe door; at which, with the knocker, the 
ſoldier gave three very hard ſtrokes; upon which ſome perfon within 
fide, opened the door and ſpoke to him remarkably ſhort, and then ſput 
it again.— The ſoldier then directly loaded his gun, knocking the 
breech twice hard upon the ſtone ſteps ; at the ſame time ſeven 
ſoldiers (as the deponent judges) with a commanding officer, came 
and cried clear the way, as he came along: then forming them 


into a half circle, ordered them to load : the deponent then made 
up as faſt as he could to the officer, and ſaid, for God's ſake don't 


fire at the people, he made him no anfwer : then turning to the 
inhabitants, he the deponent expreſſed himſelf in the following 
manner: for God's ſake don't trouble theſe men, for they are 


upon duty, and will fire: turning about to the ſoldiers, he ſaw. 


them making up to the inhabitants with their bayonets fix- 
ed, (about ten * off) directing them to ſtand off, attempt- 
ing to drive them away with their bayonets: then he with- 
drew himſelf to the other ſide of the way, where ſeeing a 
man attempt to throw a club, he begg'd that he would not ; 
- adding that if he did, the ſoldiers would fire, and he did 
not: the deponent then ſtanding by Warden and Vernon's ſhop 


on the ſouth fide. of King-ſtreet with his back to the ſoldiers ; 
immediately after heard the word preſent ; at which word he 
ſtooped down.—A little ſpace of time enfued, and then he heard 


the words, damn you fire; the ſound of which words ſeemed to 
proceed from the length of all the ſoldiers, and very near to the 
centry box ; upon this order he judged two guns were diſcharged, 
and ndl 

five or fix inches over the deponent's back; after which he ſtood 
up, and another gun was diſt 
Patterſon in the arm, and the blood was ſprinkled upon the de- 


pany hand and wailtcoat ; after the ering the deponent ſaw 
| ol 


our perſons drop: then looking towards the ſoldiers, the deponent 
ſaw them making towards the inhabitants with their fix*d bayonets ; 
upon which he retired down Quaker-lane, and went round into 


the main ſtreet homewards, where he had met a number of peo- 
ple going up Royal Exchange-lane—from thence he retired | 


home. | 
Before Ri: Dana, and Joun Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 


The deponent further faith, That he is ſatisfied there was not more 
than ſeventy or eigbty people in King-ſtreet who offered no wiolente to 


- 


Py 


ar to any other perſons, nor threatened any. 


diers had roſe upon the inhabitants ; that when he had got as far - 


three more; one of the two laſt guns went about 


arged, which wounded one Robert 


4 m 
5 (No. 48.) = 
GEORGE COSTER, of the Bay of Bulls, in the ifland of 
Newfoundland, Mariner, of lawful age, teſtifieth and faith, that 
being in Boſton, about nine of the clock, in the evening of the 
5th day of March current, he the deponent was ſtanding in King- 
ſtreet, near the middle of ſaid ſtreet, and while there ſtanding, 
among a large number of other people, in about 5 or 6 minutes af- 
ter he ſtopt, he-heard the word of command given to the ſoldiers, 
fre, upon which one gun was fired, which did no execution, as 
the deponent obſerv'd. About half a minute after 200 guns, one 
of which killed one Samuel Gray, a rope-maker, the other a molatto 
man, between which two men, the deponent ſtood, after this de- 
ponent heard he diſcharge of four or five guns more, by the ſoldiers 3 
immediately after which the deponent heard the diſcharge of two guns 
or piſtols from an open window of the middle ſtory of the Cuſtom-houſe, 
near to the place where the centry- box vas placed, and being but a 
{mall diſtance from the window, he heard the people from within 


ſpeak and laugh, and ſoon after he ſaw the caſement lower'd down; 


aſter which the deponent aſſiſted others in carrying off one of the 


corps. | | 
Before RI: Dana, and Jonx HII I, Juſt. Peace. 


. (No. 49.) | 
SAMUEL DROWNE of Boſe teſtifieth, that about nine o 
the clock, of the evening of the 5th day of March current, ſtand- 


ing at his own door in Cornhill, ſaw about 14 or 15 ſoldiers of 


the 2gth regiment, who came from Murray's barrack, ſome of 
whom were armed with naked cutlaſſes, ſtvords or 2 others 
with clubs, fire ſhovels or tongs, and came upon the inhabitants of the 


torun, when ſtanding or walking in Cornhill, and abuſed ſome and 


violently aſſaulted others as they met them, moſt of whom were 


without ſo much as a ſlick in their hands to defend themſelves, as the 


eponent very clearly could diſcern, it being moon-light, and 
himſelf being one of the aſſaulted perſons—All or moſt of the 
ſaid ſoldiers he ſaw go into King: ſtreet, and there followed them, 


and ſoon diſcovered them to be 32 and fa"ting with the 
0 


people whom they ſaw there, which the deponent thinks were not 
more than a dozen, when the ſoldiers came there firſt, armed as 
aforeſaid. Of thoſe dozen people, the moſt of them were gentlemen, 
Handing together a little below the 2 upon the exchange. At 
the appearance of thoſe ſoldiers ſo arm'd, the moſt of the twelve 

. perſons cent of, ſome of them being aſſaulted. 
the ſaid ſoldiers were obſerv'd by the deponent, to go towards the 


main-guard, from whence were at the ſame time iſſuing and coming 


into King-ſtreet, five ſoldiers of ſaid guard, and a corporal, arm'd 


with a firelocks, who called out to the fore-mention'd ſoldiers, 
arm'd with cutlaſſes, c. and ſaid to them go away, on which 
they diſpers'd and went out of King-ſtreet, ſome one way, and 
ſome another—by this time were collected together in King-ſtreet, 

ES EW | 3 about 


After which 


| 4&7 


about two hundred people, and then the deponent . ſtood up- 


on the ſteps of the exchange tavern, being the next houſe 


to the cuſtom-houſe ; and ſoon after ſaw Capt. Preſton, whom 
re well knew, with a number of ſoldiers arm'd with firelocks 
drawn up near the weſt corner of the cuſtom-houſe ; and 


at that inſtant the deponent thinks ſo great a part of the peo- 


ple were diſpers'd at the fight of the armed ſoldiers, as that 
not more than twenty or thirty remained in King-ſtreet ;* thoſe: who 
did remain, being moſtly ſailors and other perſons meanly dreſs'd, 
calPd out to the arm'd ſoldiers and dared them to fire, updn which 
the deponent heard Capt. Preſton ſay to the ſoldiers, Damn your 
bloods !” why don't you fire? the ſoldiers not n words 
of their captain, he immediatiately ſaid FIX. Upon which 
they fired irregularly, pointing their guns variouſly in a part of a 
circle as they ſtood : during the time of the ſoldiers firing, the 
deponent ſaw the flaſhes of two guns or from the cuſtom-houſe, one of 
which was out of a window of the chamber, weſtward of the balcony, 
and the other from the balcony, the gun which he clearly diſcerned being 
pointed thro the Balliſters, and the perſon who held the gun in a ſtoop- 
ing poſture, withdraw himſelf into the houſe, having a handkerchief 
or Jome kind of cloth over his face. After this the deponent aſſiſted 
in carrying off the dead and wounded, as ſoon as the ſoldiers would 
permit the people ſo to do, for at firſt they were cruel enough to 
obſtruct the carrying them off. a os | 
Before RI: Dana, and JohN Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 
5 No. 50.) 80 ; 
CATO, a Negro Man, ſervant to Tuthil Hubbart, Eſq; teſti- 
fies, that on Monday evening, the 5th of March current, on the 
ery of fire, he ran into King-ftreet, where he ſaw a number of 
people aſſembled before the cuſtom-houſe ; that he ſtood near the 
centry-box, and ſaw the ſoldiers fire on the people, who ſtood in 
the middle of faid ſtreet, directly after which he ſaw two flaſhes 


of guns, one quick upon the other from the chamber window of 


the cuſtom-houſe ; and that after the firing was all over, while the 
people were carrying away the dead and wounded, he ſaw the 
cuſtom-houſe door opened, and ſeveral ſoldiers (one of whom had a cut- 
w go into the cuſtom-houſe and ſhut the door after them, that before 
the ſoldiers fired he heard a voice ſaying, damn you, why don't you 
fire, but did not ſee who it was. | 
Before RI: Dana, and Joann Hirlr, Juſt. Peace. 5 

| 1 5 | | : No. 510). 
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Mr. Drown ſays there were collected together in King-ftreet about 

two hundred perſons, and that at the fight of the armed ſoldiers, 

they ſo far diſperſed, as that not more than twenty or thirty re- 
mained in King-ſtreet. | 8 8 | 


This circumſtance accounts for the diverſity in ſome of the depoſitions, 


with regard to the number of” perſons in King-ſtreet about that 
time: ſuch depoſitions probably referring to different moments.— 


„„ 
TTY LG ICS) tne en ai ht 
DANIEL USHER teſtifies, that coming into King-ftreet, 
about half after nine o'clock on Monday evening the firſt current, 
he ſaw ſeveral perſons, moſtly young folks, gathered between the 
town-houſe and the coffee-houſe, ſome of whom were talking to 
the centinel at the commiſhoners or cuſtom-houſe ; after ſome time 
the boys at a diſtance began to throw light ſnow-balls at him, 
which he ſeemed much enraged at, and went on to the cuſtom- 
houſe ſteps, where he appeared to have charged his gun, giving it 
a heavy p upon the door-ſtep, as if to force down the lead, 
and then ſwore to the boys if they came near him he would blow 
their brains out. About ten minutes after this, the deponent ſaw 
Capt. Preſton leading feven or eight men from towards the town-houſe, 
and placed them between the cuſtom-hauſe door and the centinel box. 
About four or five minutes after they were poſted, the ſnow-balls 
now and then coming towards the ſoldiers, the Captain command- 
ed them to fire. Upon this one gaz quickly went off, and after- 
wards he ſaid FIRE BY ALL MEANS ! others ſucceeding, and the 
dieponent being utterly unarm'd, to avoid further danger, went up 
round the town-houſe till the fray was over. And further ſaith not, 
Before Ri: Dana, and JonN Hil, Juſt. Peace, | 
3 r e # 
I JOHN HICKLING teftify, that on Monday the 5th day of 
March 1770, in the evening between the hours of nine Sus ten 
o'clock, I heard a noiſe and the cry of fire in King-ſtreet, and 
immediately proceeding to the place I ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers with 
fixed bayonets charged breaſt-high, ſtanding in a circular manner 
1; | nut the corner of the cuſtom-houſe, and an officer ſtanding before 
=_ them at the end of the bayonets between the ſoldiers and the in- 
{| ' habitants. LJ ſaw but a few {ſcattering people, ed to be about 
| | thirty in the phone them 45 that 1 4 * was ata. 
| Joſs for the reaſon of ſuch an appe e; going up to the officer, 
I found a-young man named Bliſs talking with him, I inquired 
| his name of Bliſs, who informed me that it was Pre/fox. At that 
inſtant Mr. Richard Palmer came and aſked the officer if he 
| intended to. fire upon the people ? anſwered by no means ; 
| Palmer afked if the guns were loaded? Preſton anſwered in the 
affirmative. Palmer further aſked, with powder and ball ? Preſton 
anſwered they were, The ſoldiers during this converſation aſſumed 
_ different poſtures, /hoving their bayonets frequently at the people, one 
1 8 Ee againſt my fide, ſtwore he would run me thro, I 
id hold of his bayonet, and told him, that no body was going to 
meddle with them, Not more than ten ſeconds after this, I ſaw 
ſomething white, reſembling a piece of ſnow or ice fall among 
the foldiers, which knock'd the end of a firelock to the ground. 
2 that inſtant the mord fire was given, but by whom, I know not; 
but concluded it did not come | the officer aforeſaid, as I was 
within a yard of him, and muſt have heard him, had he ſpoke. it, 
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Gut am ſatisfiedſaid Prof did not forbid them to fire, I inſtantly leap'd 
: | 


within the ſoldier's bayonet as I heard him cock his gun, which that 
moment went off, between Mr. Palmes and myſelf, I, thinking 


there was nothing but prom fired, ſtood {till, till upon the other 


ſide of Mr. Palmes and cloſe to him, I ſaw another gun fired, and 


the man ſince called Attucks fall. I then withdrew about two 

or three yards, and turning, ſaw Mr. Palmes upon his knee, and 
the ſoldiers puſhing at him with their bayonets. During this the 
| reſt of the guns were fired, one after another, when I ſaw two 
men fall, I ran to one, and ſeeing the blood guſh out of his head, 


tho' juſt expiring, I felt for the wound, and found a hole as big 
as my hand. This I have ſince learned, was Mr. Gray. I then 
went to Attucks, and found him gaſping, pulled his head out of 
the gutter, and left him; I bo iu to the ſoldiers, and aſked 
them what they thought of themſclves and whether they did not 
deſerve to be cut to pieces, to lay men wallowing in their blood 


in ſuch a manner, they anſwer'd, God damm them, they fbould have 


flood out of our way. The ſoldiers were then loading their muſk- 
ets, and told ms. upon my peril not to come any nearer to them. 


J further declare I heard no other affront given them, than the bux- | 


Zaing and whiſtling of boys in the ſtreet. 
Before RI: Dana, — Joan og Juſt. Peac. 
MARY GARDNER, living in Atkinſon-ftreet, teſtifies, that 


on Monday evening the fifth day of March current, and before 


the guns fired in King-ſtreet, there were a number of ſoldiers aſ- 


ſembled ſrom Green's barrack towards the ſtreet and oppoſite her 
| kk that they ſtood very ſtill until the guns were fired in King- 


reet, then they clapped their hands and gave a cheer, ſaying, 


this is all that we want, they then ran to their barrack and came 


out again in a few minutes, all with their arms, and ran towards 


- King-ftreet. | 


Before Ri. Dana, and Jo] HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


8 . 1 . 
I THOMAS GREENWOOD, teſtify, that on Monday the 
Kh inſtant, I was alarmed by the bells ringing and people's crying 


upon which I turned out and helped Mr. Wheeler's engine as 
far as the Old South meeting houſe, we met ſeveral people who 
told us it was not fire, but it was the /o/diers and inhabitants, fighting 


i King-flreet and defired them to go back and and get their arms, upon 
hearing this, I haſtened down to King-ſtreet and coming near the 


welt door of the town-houſe, Ifell in with a number of people, moſt 


of them that I ſaw had ſticks and clubs in their hands and huzza'd, 


after that we went round the north fide of the town-houſe, and 


Rood between the eaſt ſteps of the town-houſe and whipping-poſt, 
I heard a number of people ſpeaking, and one perſon in particular 


poke to the two centinels, who were walking up and down the 
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about forty or fifty perſons conſiſting of men and boys; I ſaw no per- 
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expreſs declaration in this affidavit, that he 


ES 1 


Ntreet on the fide of the town-houſe, uſing theſe words *, come out 


and fight us if you dare, calling them Damned bloody-back raſcalt and 
ſcoundrels to come out and fight them, if they Jared, we are enough 

for you now, but I do not know whether the above perſon belonged to 
rhe town ; I looked round and ſaw about twenty people before 


the cuſtom-houſe door, upon which I went down to the cuſtom- 


houſe, I then heard two or three perſons uſe theſe words, one. 
after another, f [wiſh I could get into the Cuftom-houſe, I would make 
the money circulate among ſt us, after that I went up to the cuſtom- 
houſe door and ſaw 2 or 3 ſnow balls fall on the flat ſtones near 
the ſteps of the door; I knocked and Mr. Hammond Green came 
to the door, while I was ſpeaking to the centry, who ſtood upon 


the ſteps, I told him not to let any body come into the door and 


no perſon offered to come in; the ſaid Green aſked who was 
there, I anſwered *tis Thomas, let me in Hammond, when I got 
in, the ſaid Green ſaid to me if I wanted to ſee any thing, go up 


fairs, I went into the back room and got the key of the little 


up ftairs, and Elizabeth Avery, Mary Rogers ind Ann Green 
followed me into the room; we all looked thrò the glaſs, I ſaw 
ſome perſons ſtanding by the centry-box ſtriking with ſticks, but 
did not ſee them hit any body, tho a number of perſons were chſe by 


drawing-room, being the lower weſt corner » tra and went 


them; I told the women above mentioned that I would not ſtay, 


for I was afraid that the houſe would be pulled down, there being 


ſon 


6 
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lt may not be improper to remark here, that the deponent, 
Thomas Greenwood, is a hired ſervant to the Commiſſioners, on 
whom he is altogether dependent, and when before the Juſtices, 
he was ſeveral times detected in plain falſhoods ; particularly in 
{wearing firſt that the number of perſons who called the ſoldiers 
bloody back raſcals,” &c. was nine, then ſeven, and finally but 


one, as it now ſtands; and through the whole of his examination 


he was ſo inconſiſtent and ſo frequently contradicted himſelf, 
that all preſent were convinced no credit ought to be given to his 
depoſition, for which reaſon it would not have been inſerted had 
it not been known that a depoſition was taken relating to this affair, 
from this Greenwood, by Juſtice Murray, and carried home by 
Mr. Robinſon. | | 


F As this deponent is the only perſon out of a great number of 


witneſſes examined, who heard any mention made of the Cuſtom- 


houſe, and as it is very uncommon for ſeveral people to repeat 
exactly the ſame words upon ſuch occafions (for the deponent in- 
ſiſted that the identical words were uſed by each perſon) conſider- 
ing the character and connections of the 1 and his own 

| aw no perſon attempt 
even to break a ſquare of glaſs or to get into the Cuſtom-houle, 


Where I ſaw M. 


fon throw any ſtones or attempt to break even a ſquare of glaſs, or ger 
into the houſe (the next morning I found there was not a pane of glaſs 


broke in the ſaid houſe.) Afterwards, I went down ſtairs and met 


Hammond Green in the middle room; he aſked me where I was . 


going, I told him, I was going out, upon which I went into the; 


kitchen and took my hat and went into the yard, got upon the wood 
pile and went to the fence ; John Green being by the gate aſked - 


Dae to open the gate and let him in, I told him I would not open 
the gate for any body, one perſon paſling by, ſaid to me, heave over 
ſome ſhalales, I e off the fence into royal exchange-lane, 


went down the 
poſt-office to the main-guard ; I told one of the ſoldiers if they 


did not go down to the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe, * 7 b > 0 | 
me- 


they would hurt him, tho 1 had not ſeen any perſon inſult him, 10 
body ſaid they were gone; I ſtood with John Green near the 
guard-houſe, ſaw the guns go off and heard the report ; afterwards 
1 heard a perſon ſay, which I took to be a ſoldier, that's right, damn 
them, kill them all, they have no bulmneſs there, and from thence I 
went to the hou 


urch and wife, Mr. Paxton another Commiſ- 
ſioner, and Mr. Reeves ſecretary to the Board; one of the 
Commiſſioners aſked me what was the matter, I told him the 
ſoldiers had fired upon the inhabitants and had killed two or three, 
and wounded ſome more, upon which Mr. Reeves ſaid, God bleſs 
my ſoul ! and then went into the other room. I left Mr. Burch's 
houſe and went to the barracks at Wheelwright's Wharf, and ſtaid 
there all night; 7 heard ſeveral ſoldiers ſay they wiſhed they were let 
out, for if” they were, there ſhould not be many people alive in the 
morning ; the whole of the 14th regiment being under arms, and 
the piquet guard went to the main guard houſe about 12 o'clock 
that night, 1 | = | 
Before Jonx Ruppock, and Joan HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


BOSTON, the 224, March, 1770. 


WE the ſubſcribers, two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 


for the county of Suffolk (one being of the Quorum) hereby cer-. 
tify, that Col. William Dalrymple, chief commander of the 
ſoldiers in Boſton, William Sheaffe, Eſq; deputy collector of the 
cuſtoms, and Bartholomew Green, head of the family in the 
Cuſtom-houſe in Boſton, were duly notified to attend the captions 
of the affidavits in Saran, &c. touching the Maſſacre by the 


ſoldiers in Boſton, taken before us on the 16th, 17th, and 19th days 


E It ſeems very difficult, according to Greenwood's account, to 


form even a conjecture of the reaſon of his fears, which he ex- 


| er for the centry, when in the ſame breath he declares that 
e had not ſeen any perſon inſult him. — But probably the true 


o be made public... ..  .. 


ane with John Green, and. went round by the 


of Mr. Burch, one of the Commiſſioners, - 


motives of his _—_— to the main- guard were not of a nature 


omg, —— * ³— rr 


N 


* e 
* 3 Sect ib» 8 _ 6 
* * NX 5 1 k 
— * a” 
- — U 4s — 


2 
"I 
. ” 


. ⁵—8ũ— ͤ . CEC 


$ 
"| I 
2 


— 1 * „ 

o = 1 
ol — ; 

- 2 

* 5 K — * 
2 3 By 0 
= E * 
- * S 
a4 
* 
4 | as & 3 7 x OS 
. = BY 7 2 
© X Ma : LS * 
oo > 
4 % * — * 
© * — my - 


b „ 
+ 4a” — 
* | . 


n — ws > -— — N 4 - 
* * 5 7 22 x * = — — - a 
*P r r P . Wa ; * + 
; . S. 3 f S X s 
+ $4 * a 7 - * 


. > 
i 
I 
* 


One of them to WILLIAM BolL Ax, ir re and the other — N 


[56] 


'Z * be e thc an Bo hte” 


—Jomew Green attended accordingly, on the 16th of March, and 
<roſs-examined as many of the deponents as they thought fit and 


F = 2, 2 long as they pleaſed, but declined giving any further atten- 


RI. DANA, 
JOHN HILL. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 30, 1 770. 
E do hereby Certify, That the ſeveral Copies contained 
WI in the annexed printed Collection of Atidavits, taken 
before us in perpetuam, &c. have been carefully e by us 
with the Originals, and agree therewith. 
XN. Dana. Err Tupox. 


Jonx Hitt. ELCHER NoYEs. 
Sau. PEMBERTON. And, 
Jonx Ruppock, Epm. Quin. 


1 8 of the FANG, e * the Quorum. 


8 By the 1 Tae een 22 

(SEAL.) Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief, in 

£44 | d ud over bis Majeſty's Province of NA TIM 
T. Hutchinſon. Bay in New-England. | 


Do hereby certify that Richard Dana and Joby Rudiack, Eſqrs. 

are two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace and of the 

Quorum for the County of n within the aforeſaid Province; 

| — that John Hill, Edmund Quincy, Belcher Noyes, John Tudor and 
Samuel Pemberton, Ef uires, are Juſtices of the Peace for the ſame 
County, and that full Faith and Credit is and ought to be given 

to their ſeveral Acts and Atteſtations ( as on the annexed 8 0 | 
both in Court and without. : 


In Teſtimony whine 1 IE cauſed the Public Seal of the Þ, 

Province of Mafſachuſetts-Bay aboveſaid to be hereunto affixed. * 

_ Dated at Beſſon the Thirtieth Day of March 1770. In the tenth 

Year of his Mejeſty's Reign. 4 

uy his Hon s Command, LE = Fe | N--2 
Joux 2 D. Secretary. 3 


Three original Certificates of the foregoing Tenor, with the 
Province Seal affixed to them, are ſigned by the Lieutenant > 
Wovernors and annexed to three printed Copies of this Pamphlet. 
| 2 

N 


© Twoof them will be ſent to London for the the Satisfaction of 
duch Gentlemen in England as incline to ſee the Originals: viz. 


Dunn "a ner, en OPTI remains with the 


Y 


